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A look at the season
ahead…
with our Artistic Director, Katy Taylor

After a fantastic autumn welcoming audiences
back to the Queen’s Hall, we’re delighted to have
a jam-packed spring season ahead of us!
Our theatre programme is full of reimagined
classics including The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll
and Mr Hyde and The Invisible Man alongside
unmissable new productions from the North
such as The Monocle and Wor Bella. There really
is something for everyone. To celebrate the
return of great theatre to our stage this spring,
we’re offering the chance to bring a friend along
for free! More details on this can be found in the
Theatre section.
Our comedy line-up includes big names like
Shaparak Khorsandi who’s transporting us back
to the 90’s, Simon Evans, Matt Forde and a new
offering from Alistair McGowan in The Piano
Show which mixes classic comedy with classical
music.

We’re delighted to be welcoming back The
Gramaphones Theatre Company, who brought
us Tarzanna last year, with another aerial treat
for the whole family to enjoy with Aidy the
Awesome.
We’re also pleased to see the return of
Northumbrian folk duo The Brothers Gillespie as
well as local legends Ray Laidlaw and Billy
Mitchell who bring The Lindisfarne Story 50
Years of Fog to Queen’s Hall in March.
And there’s lots more to look forward to, as well
as opportunities to get involved yourself. The
staff team, trustees and volunteers are delighted
to be able to welcome back our community and
audiences with a real bang this spring.

Katy Taylor
Artistic Director & Chief Executive
Queen’s Hall Arts Centre

We loved seeing so many families enjoy our
2021 Christmas show, The Remarkable Robin
Armstrong’s Extraordinary Christmas Adventure,
and can’t wait to bring more great stories to life.
Image: WOLF!
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Your visit…
What to expect when you visit Queen’s Hall and
how to book tickets for this season’s shows...

What we’re doing to help keep
our audiences safe...
Check our website to make sure
you have the most up-to-date
information before your visit.

We’re asking you to help us beat the
queues and have your e-tickets ready to
show a member of the team as you enter
the performance space.
We’ll be carrying out additional cleaning
and regularly disinfecting all areas of the
venue.

Online
Tickets can be booked online through
our website using credit / debit cards.
By Telephone
Telephone bookings can be made on
01434 652477 using most major credit /
debit cards. A handling charge of 50p
per ticket applies to bookings made in
person or over the phone.

Our staff will still be wearing face coverings,
and we strongly encourage all visitors to do
the same (unless exempt).
Hand sanitiser stations will be located
throughout the building.

How to book...

We remain fully accessible – you can find
all our access information online here.
For information on how to find us and
parking, click here.
Got a question before your visit? Our
FAQs page is here or you can get in
touch with Box Office.

In venue
Box Office is situated immediately in
front of you as you enter the Queen's
Hall from Beaumont Street.
Opening hours are: Mon - Sat: 10am –
12pm | 1 - 4pm
(plus an hour before performances. Not
inc. Bank Holidays and Public Holidays please check before travelling on these
days).

The Queen's Hall Cafe
Tuesday - Saturday
9.30am - 4pm

The Queen's Hall Cafe is run by Jevon
Scudamore.
Customers can enjoy home made cakes
and scones, as well as soup and
sandwiches... and according to many
customers, the best coffee in Hexham!
Look out for best-selling items, the
cheese and bacon scones and the New
York Deli sandwich.
The cafe is family friendly; there is a
microwave to heat baby food, and a
Tommy Toppee Perfect Prep Machine.
The furniture is also arranged to make
buggies easy to get in and out.
The cafe is now dog friendly.
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THEATRE & DANCE
Image: The Monocle

Be our guest at The Monocle! In here the air is
thick, warm and wavy with secrets and
sensuality. Women laugh loudly, drink the
night away and dance in each other’s arms.

Thursday 17 February: 7.30pm
(doors open 7pm)
Tickets: Tickets: £12, £10 (benefit
concession & students)
Age guidance: 14+

Rendez-Vous dance presents

The Monocle

A newly created piece by Rendez-Vous dance is inspired by the secretly notorious 1930s
Parisian lesbian club Le Monocle.
The Monocle will be performed by six outstanding dancers. Conceived as a fun night out, The
Monocle will re-shape our theatre into a club where audiences can participate in a highly
virtuosic evening mixing dance and live music.

Book online >

Blackeyed Theatre presents

The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll &
Mr Hyde
by Robert Louis Stevenson
Adapted for the stage by Nick Lane
Doctor Henry Jekyll is a good man. Successful
within his field and respected by his peers,
he’s close to a neurological discovery that will
change the face of medical science forever.
However, his methods are less than ethical,
and when a close friend and colleague
threatens to expose and destroy his work,
Jekyll is forced to experiment on himself,
whereupon something goes very wrong…or
very right. And suddenly Jekyll has a new
friend, the brutal Edward Hyde.

This thrilling adaptation of Robert Louis
Stevenson’s dark psychological fantasy
immerses you in the myth and mystery of
19th century London’s fog-bound streets
where love, betrayal and murder lurk at every
twist and turn.
“One of the most innovative, audacious
companies working in contemporary English
theatre.” The Stage

Friday 18 & Saturday 19 February:
7.30pm
Tickets: £20
Age guidance: 11+

Book online >

Daniel Bye’s award-winning, internationally
touring theatre is always engaging, thoughtprovoking and entertaining. Boff Whalley,
best-known as a founder member of
Chumbawamba, writes heartfelt, catchy folk
songs. This, their first theatre piece together,
sees them moving into their most personal
material yet. It’s a not-to-be-missed
collaboration between two of Britain’s most
celebrated artists in their own fields.

ARC Stockton,
Daniel Bye and Boff Whalley present

These Hills Are Ours

Do you ever want to run away from it all?
Dan and Boff did exactly that: they ran a
series of routes from the centre of the city in
which they found themselves, to the top of
the peak overlooking that city. But what are
we really running from?

In story and in song, These Hills Are Ours is the
story of what they found out on those
journeys. It’s about escaping it all by running
to wild places. Escaping the city, escaping
your past, escaping the restrictions of
upbringing or class or politics. It’s a
celebration of wild places and our freedom to
roam them.

“It is Bye’s personal struggles in the story of that
90-mile run that really hook you in." The
Guardian

Wednesday 23 February: 7.30pm
Tickets: Tickets: £12, £10
(benefit concession & students)
Age guidance: 12+

Book online >

A Northern Stage
production

The Invisible
Man
Written by Philip Correia
Directed by Anna Girvan
Following the sell-out success of The War of
the Worlds and The Hound of the Baskervilles,
Northern Stage presents an electrifying new
production adapted from H.G. Wells’ science
fiction classic, featuring a new take on one of
the most iconic characters in horror fiction.
Exploring themes of exploitation, identity and
establishment power and corruption, The
Invisible Man questions who is really invisible
in Britain 2022?

Wednesday 2 March: 7.30pm
Tickets: £15
Age guidance: 12+

Book online >

HangFire Theatre
presents

The
Importance of
Being Earnest
A trivial comedy for serious people.
Mistaken identity and romance collide with
cucumber sandwiches and a handbag in
Oscar Wilde’s much-loved comedy of
manners.
Jack loves Gwendolen. Algernon loves Cecily;
though both of them are engaged to the
roguish Ernest - much to the disapproval of
the formidable Lady Bracknell. Unfortunately,
Ernest doesn’t actually exist, and when his
true identity is revealed being earnest takes
on a whole new meaning.

Following sell-out runs of their previous
productions, The Twelve Pound Look and A
Doll’s House, HangFire embark on their first
national tour with a revival of their fast-paced
and hilarious adaptation of Wilde’s famous
comic masterpiece.

Thursday 17 March: 7.30pm
Tickets: £15
Age guidance: 14+

Book online >

CaroleW Productions present

Stitch in Time: A Knitting
Cabaret
A scintillating evening of the lost knitting songs of WWI and WWII. Feel free to bring your
knitting (or crochet), and stitch along to these funny, poignant, toe-tapping, needleclicking tunes.

During the two World Wars, millions of
women knit for the soldiers. Popular music
often reflected the trends of the time, and
mere days after the first bullet was fired,
dozens of knitting-themed songs started to
appear. These songs ranged from ballads
(heartfelt and sentimental), to propaganda
songs (usually marches, to encourage the
sentiment that knitting was a home front type
of soldiering), to novelty tunes (a humorous,
tongue-in-cheek look at the wartime knitting
craze).
After the wars these songs were essentially
lost, and this concert is the first time that
many of them have been performed in 70
years.

Tuesday 22 March: 7.30pm
Tickets: £10, £7.50 (students)
Age guidance: 12+

Book online >

Wisecrack Productions present

Wor Bella

Written by Ed Waugh
Directed by Russell Floyd
Starring Lauren Waine
Having scored theatre gold with their
collaborations on Hadaway Harry, Carrying
David and The Great Joe Wilson, writer Ed
Waugh and director Russell Floyd team up
again to bring to life the incredible story of
WW1 women's football - with a
Northumberland aspect.
In 1916 women flooded into munitions
factories and saved the war effort. Despite
dangerous jobs and long hours, these heroic
"munitionettes" played football to fundraise
for wartime charities.

Dozens of teams were formed in the region playing in front of crowds of up to 22,000!
Bella Reay, with 133 goals in 30 matches, was
the Alan Shearer of her day.
Wor Bella is the story of Blyth Spartans Ladies'
remarkable munitionettes' cup victory in
1918, as seen through the eyes of Bella
(Lauren Waine). A Northumberland triumph!

Tuesday 28 March: 7.30pm
Tickets: £16
Age guidance: 14+

Book online >

New Old Friends presents

Crimes, Camera, Action
The multi-award-winning New Old Friends are
touring once again with the latest hilarious
show in their hugely popular Crimes… series
of comedy thrillers. Crimes, Camera, Action
whisks the audience to golden-era Hollywood
and introduces a new lead detective, a worldweary, hard-boiled private-eye in the mould
of Humphrey Bogart: meet Stan Shakespeare.

The case? A screen starlet is stabbed on set. It
sets in motion a typically fast-paced and
hilarious chain of events that sees a cast of
four exceptional comic actors take on
multiple roles, sometimes within the same
scene. Expect the usual New Old Friends mix
of great theatrical set pieces, the quickest of
quick changes, lightning-fast wordplay and a
thrilling plot driving the action at breakneck
pace.

“A non-stop bonanza of wit.” British Theatre
Guide
“Crammed to the gills with knife-sharp visual
gags and murderously bad puns.” The
Financial Times

Saturday 9 April: 7.30pm
Tickets: £16.50
Age guidance: 12+

Book online >

James Wilton Dance presents

The Four Seasons

James Wilton Dance, one of Europe’s most in
demand dance companies, presents The Four
Seasons.
Using Max Richter’s recomposed version of
Vivaldi’s seminal work The Four Seasons
James Wilton Dance has created a work of
immense physicality, driving energy and
sweeping beauty. The work features the
companies signature blend of capoeira,
acrobatics, martial arts and classical dance,
alongside stunning stage and costume
designs.
This abstract, yet honestly human
choreography relates each of the four
seasons of the musical composition to the
four stages of the universe, creating a
kaleidoscopic visual feast for audiences that
is not to be missed.

Thursday 14 April: 7.30pm
Tickets: £12, £10 (benefit concession &
students)
Age guidance: 12+

Book online >

Jeremiah tells the incredible true story of the
much-misunderstood Luddite rebellion – a
movement that spanned the whole of
northern England and had more British
soldiers fighting it than Napoleon. Ever
thought about a House of Lords debate
staged as a rap battle?

Saturday 7 May: 7.30pm
Tickets: £10, £7.50 (students)
Age guidance: 12+

Book online >

Accompanied by a cellist, violinist and
guitarist fusing hip hop beats with cinematic
orchestration, the story is told through the
lens of the life of Jeremiah Brandreth, the
instigator of the Luddites’ final stand and the
last man in British history to be beheaded by
axe for high treason.

Jack Dean presents

Jeremiah

An explosive new show with live music from
award-winning rap storyteller Jack Dean; a
raucous rebellious gig theatre show about a
forgotten part of British history and one of
England’s forgotten revolutionaries.

"Impressive poetic, musical and narrative skills…
undoubtedly a performer with an exciting career
ahead of him." EXEUNT
"Artists like rap storyteller Jack Dean make us
excited about what they might do next.” The
Guardian

* Available at in person or over the phone only. There are limited free tickets for each show, early booking recommended.

Rehearsed Reading:

Prick Him and I
Bleed
Queen’s Hall are delighted to be supporting
the first public reading of Prick Him and I Bleed
(working title): a new verbatim play in
development by Susan Betts.
The play uses the real words, taken from
interviews with over 30 people, ages 18 to 79,
to explore the complex and lifelong
relationship of being a sibling to someone
with complex needs. The play reveals the
good, the bad, and the funny stories of family
life through the voice of the siblings.
The script in hand reading will be directed by
award winning director, and Co-Artist Director
of Lung Theatre, Matt Woodhead.
After the reading, there will be an informal

Q&A. By putting their questions and
observations to the writer, director and
actors, the audience will be supporting the
future development of the play. Susan hopes
that the piece can go on to be produced,
bringing this silent perspective to a wider
audience.

Tuesday 29 March: 7.30pm
Tickets: £5
Age guidance:

Book online >
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COMEDY
Image: Shaparak Khorsandi

Shaparak Khorsandi: It
Was The 90s
The decade where Shaparak left an important part of her brain
somewhere in a field in Hampshire…
From indie discos to unflattering crop tops…a trip down memory lane
to the decade where ‘kinky’ was nurse role play and whipped cream,
and Shaparak found herself flying about London with hope in her
heart, a tenner in her pocket and spare knickers in her handbag. How
does the decade of binge drinking and walks of shame look now
without snakebite and black tinted specs?

Friday 25 February: 7.30pm
Tickets: £17
Age guidance: 14+

Book online >

Simon Evans: The Work
of the Devil
Simon Evans’ last show, Genius 2.0 (“A Masterclass.” ★★★★★ The
Scotsman) provided a hilarious analysis of the departure of any visible
sign of intelligence from modern life. But his new show raises the
stakes, with his usual excoriating views of a world on fire given a
perspective shift from personal revelations that turned his world
upside down this year.
Simon Evans is the star of Live at the Apollo, Mock the Week, The News
Quiz, The Unbelievable Truth and Simon Evans Goes To Market.
"Dynamite." ★★★★ The Times

Friday 4 March: 8pm
Tickets: £15, £13 (benefit concession & students)
Age guidance: 14+

Book online >

Matt Forde: Clowns to
the Left of Me, Jokers to
the Right

There are wallies everywhere and half of them are running the country.
The other half are trying to. Matt Forde (Spitting Image, Have I Got News
For You, The Last Leg, The Royal Variety Performance) lashes out right, left
and centre. And chucks in some funny voices.

“Our foremost satirical stand-up...Whatever your politics, you’ll find
excellence here." ★★★★ Stephen Armstrong, The Sunday Times
“Possibly the best political comedy show on the Fringe.” ★★★★★
Dominic Cavendish, The Telegraph
“Forde is as gratifyingly sane as comedians come… smart, funny ideas.”
★★★★ Dominic Maxwell, The Times

Wednesday 16 March: 7.30pm
Tickets: £15
Age guidance: 14+

Book online >

Alistair McGowan: The
Piano Show
The classical concert you’ve always wanted to see.
Following the surprise success of his Sony album, which reached No 1
in the UK Classical Album charts, comes Alistair McGowan’s new show,
combining his talents as master impressionist and comedian with his
new-found talent as a classical pianist!
Join Alistair as he plays classical gems by Glass, Chopin, Gershwin,
Grieg, Debussy, Tiersen and Satie - expect a lot of beautiful music (with
the odd mistake!) and more than a sprinkling of his trademark
impressions.
"Alistair McGowan's impressions are faultless." The Sunday Times
"Two shows for the price of one: laugh-out-loud comedy and some
surprisingly sensitive piano playing.” James Lisney, pianist

Thursday 31 March: 7.30pm
Tickets: £22.50
Age guidance: 12+

Book online >

Show Tits, Gits and
Little Sh*ts: An Evening
with Gill Sims

Gill Sims is the author of the best selling Why Mummy series of books
Gill will be interviewed by Jo Middleton, author of Playgroups and
Prosecco and creator of Slummy Single Mummy, and together they will
take a hilarious look at the changing face of motherhood as your
children grow from toddlers to teenagers, relationships, the highs and
lows of the school gate, unexpected bodily fluids and much more!
Including readings from Gill’s books, the evening will be the perfect
opportunity to reassure yourself you are not alone in those FML
moments- and maybe to even share some anecdotes of your own!
Book online >

Friday 29 April: 7.30pm
Tickets: £22.50
Age guidance: 16+
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FAMILY
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Théâtre Sans Frontières presents

Sherlock Holmes: The
Speckled Band

Delve into the highly deductive mind of a super sleuth in this new
production of one of the most popular Sherlock Holmes stories. Be
enthralled by this exciting and thrilling mystery, featuring a feisty
heroine, struggling with and overcoming a domineering presence in
her life.
With everything we've come to expect from a Sherlock Holmes murder
mystery set in 19th century England, this is also a story that confronts
many issues relevant to a 21st century audience. Suitable for
youngsters aged 10 - 14 years who will be fascinated by Holmes'
processes of detection, adults will also be enticed into a world of
suspense with edgy live music, Gothic motifs and melodrama.

Tuesday 8 March: 7pm
Tickets: £10, £7.50 (under 16s)
Age guidance: 10 – 14 years

Book online >

Wiggle Dance Theatre presents

Squidge

Do you squish or squash, tickle or most certainly not, handshake or
hug, stretch out or snuggle in like a bug?

Squidge is a fun interactive dance performance with live music and
digital projection, which takes a light-hearted look at our sense of touch
and how it influences our everyday lives. At the heart of the show is a
tale of friendship, compromise and how each and every one of us need
touch to make us feel alive!
Immerse yourself in this shared experience for children 3 - 8yrs and
their grown-ups. Sit in your own special seating area where you can
explore magical light-up boxes, full of exciting textures for little hands
which will delight and tickle your senses.
“Playful and cheeky, perfect for young audiences.” Audience member

Friday 25 March: 4.30pm
Tickets: £8.50 (adults & under 16s), £7.50 (group of 4 or more,
per person)
Age guidance: 3+

Booking coming soon >

Wrongsemble presents

The Not So Ugly Sisters
Dolly rests on her broom counting the passers-by outside the salon
window, whilst her sister Barb watches the phone that never rings. It’s
the morning of Cindy and Prince Smarming’s big royal wedding - but
Dolly and Barb are not invited! But hell hath no fury like a hairdresser
scorned!
A brand new musical re-telling of Cinderella from the perspective of the
‘Not So’ Ugly Sisters, reimagined for the stage in this magical adventure
for the whole family by Wrongsemble.
Wrongsemble are a Yorkshire based theatre company famed for
creating fantastic family theatre for all ages, packed full of original
music, magic and adventure. The Not So Ugly Sisters promises to be a
theatrical treat not to be missed for ages 4 - 104!

Sunday 17 April: 2.30pm
Tickets: £10, £8 (under 16s)
Age guidance: 4+

Book online >

Kitchen Zoo in association with North
Stage presents

WOLF!

WOLF! is a wintery tale shared by two performers using puppets, live
music, and character led storytelling.

Beneath the silvery Moon, under the snowy mountains, amongst a
flock of woolly sheep, Jack is bored.
Bored of watching sheep. Bored of counting sheep but most
importantly...bored of SHEEP
Down in the village just a whisper of a wolf will cause a panic!
Join us for an adventure and find out what happens when Jack cries
WOLF! With original music, puppetry and a tale you thought you
knew…from the makers of The Three Bears at Christmas, Kitchen Zoo.
Inspired by Aesop's Fable, The Boy who Cried Wolf.

Friday 22 - Sunday 24 April: 11am & 3pm
Tickets: £8.50 (adults & under 16s), £7.50
(group of 4 or more, per person)
Age guidance: Under 5s and their families

Book online >

The Gramophones Theatre Company
presents

Aidy the Awesome
Aidy is a normal 8 year old girl… or so she thinks! One day she
discovers a family secret that changes everything. Aidy and her granny
embark on an adventure that turns their world upside down.
But can Aidy conquer her anger and defeat the baddy before he steals
the grannies super powers and turns them invisible?

Friday 27 – Sunday 29 May: 2 & 4pm
Tickets: £8 or £28 family ticket (2 adults, 2 under 18's)
Age guidance: 4+

Book online >

From the company who brought Tarzanna to Queen’s Hall last year,
Aidy the Awesome is a stunning aerial theatre show for all the family to
enjoy. Watch the performers fly, zoom and spin through the air!
"Fast-moving and feisty – a comic heroine for girls to emulate." ★★★★
The Stage

Meet a hedgehog waking up from hibernation, and all is not as it once
was...
Playful, fresh and engaging, HEDGE is a brand new show for children
aged 4+ and their families that combines the magic of dance with
beautiful costumes, innovative props and puppetry to create an
imaginative and atmospheric performance space for them to explore
and enjoy.
HEDGE welcomes children into a familiar world that is ever changing,
exploring the story of a hedgehog waking up from hibernation and
learning to be brave in the face of uncertainty.
Come along on the adventure and see the world through tiny eyes!

The D Project presents

HEDGE

Thursday 16 June: 4.30pm
Tickets: £8
Age guidance: 4+

Book online >
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MUSIC
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The Brothers
Gillespie
Described by Folk Radio UK as ‘weaving an
especially compelling magic’, and 'showing off
British acoustic music in its best possible
light', Northumbrian duo The Brothers
Gillespie sing songs of great lyrical power,
animated by the sound of soaring sibling
harmony, inspired guitar playing and a rich
array of acoustic instruments. Their songs
and performances have a rare, intimate
energy that is both earthy and ethereal,
romantic and radical. The release of theirThe
Merciful Road album sees them embark on a
UK wide tour in 2022 and the brothers are
delighted to be playing the launch concert on
home ground at the Queen's Hall.
The brothers have travelled widely and sung
their songs at campfires, concert halls,
Parisian circuses, folk clubs and a host of UK
festival.

“Our music is inspired by the still wild soul of the
land in which we live, a land alive with
presences, not owned by anyone. It is about
seeing with the eye of the heart and recovering
our imaginations. It is about finding home,
belonging and each other in a world which is
singing to us as we sing to it.”

Tuesday 15 March: 7pm
Tickets: £12

Book online >

His song Beware of the Flowers was voted the
nation’s 7th best lyric ever by Radio 4
listeners, and Jack Dee recently selected
Otway's first hit, Really Free, as his inheritance
track to pass on to his children.
He came to national attention with a
memorable (and very painful) 1977
appearance on the Old Grey Whistle Test. He
has now been touring his legendary live
shows which display a wanton disregard for
his own safety, solo, with his band and
sometimes with on/off/on again collaborator
Wild Willy Barrett for half a century - and is
showing no signs of letting up!

John Otway & The Big Band
Despite revelling in the self-given title of 'Rock n’ Roll’s greatest failure', Otway truly deserves
national treasure status. Alongside a frankly ridiculous number of live shows, Otway has
managed two top 20 hit singles, collaborated with The Who’s Pete Townsend and been featured
in an internationally released feature film about his life. He has sold out The Royal Albert Hall,
written two published autobiographies and acted in TV series and adverts.

Support from comes from Sam Nix.

Friday 18 March: 7.30pm
Tickets: £15, £18 on the door (+50p
booking fee)

Book online >

The Lindisfarne
Story 50 Years
of Fog
A celebration of the music, life, and times
of one of the most original and distinctive
groups that the UK has produced.
Formed on Tyneside in 1970, Lindisfarne's
roots were in the beat-boom of the 1960's.
Influenced by music as diverse as the Beatles,
Muddy Waters, Debussy, Bob Dylan and
Woody Guthrie, they created their own sound
based on the wonderful song writing of Alan
Hull and burst onto the UK music scene in the
early 1970's. International success and charttopping albums soon followed, their second
LP Fog on the Tyne was a UK No 1 for six
weeks in 1972. Lindisfarne continued to tour
and record and have been active in one form
or another ever since.

Founder member Ray Laidlaw and frontman
Billy Mitchell tell Lindisfarne's story in an
engaging stage-show with a blend of
sensational songs, vital video and tall tales,
seasoned with a pinch of scurrilous gossip.

Saturday 26 March: 7.30pm
Tickets: £22.50

Book online >

Feast of Fiddles
The Feast of Fiddles band-waggon gets
moving again after two tour cancellations
courtesy of the pandemic. Born on Valentine’s
Day 1994 as a one-off special concert, Feast
of Fiddles has done 25 Spring tours, 24
festivals and has 7 CDs to its name. This is a
band of friends that puts on a show of huge
dynamic range performed with passion, joy
and a liberal dose of fun.

Fiddlers Peter Knight (Gigspanner, Steeleye
Span), Chris Leslie (Fairport
Convention), Brian McNeill (Battlefield Band),
Ian Cutler (Bully Wee), Tom Leary (Lindisfarne)
and Garry Blakeley (Band of Two) add the
large range of fiddle playing styles to the rock
back-line of guitars, keyboards, sax and
accordion – all held together by legendary
drummer Dave Mattacks.

“Absolutely awesome!" Sue Marchant, BBC
East
“The best fiddle players of a generation.” Roots
“Britain’s fiddling supergroup.” Mark Radcliffe,
BBC Radio 2

Friday 8 April: 7.30pm
Tickets: £20, £18 (benefit concession &
students)

Book online >

As collaborations go, it doesn't get much
more mouth-watering than this.
Characterised by riotous inventiveness,
technically gifted individual playing and subtle
collaborative interaction, this coming
together of several of the biggest names on
the folk-roots scene, combines a deep
knowledge of roots traditions with a
ceaselessly boundary pushing approach.
"They don't play together often, but when they
do it's spectacular.” R2 Magazine

Gigspanner Big Band
Beginning life as a trio - with legendary Steeleye Span fiddle player Peter Knight being joined by
percussionist Sacha Trochet and guitarist Roger Flack - the line-up has been expanded to form
the Gigspanner Big Band, with acclaimed multi-instrumental duo Edgelarks (Phillip Henry and
Hannah Martin) and Bellowhead co-founder and melodeon player extraordinaire, John Spiers,
joining the fray.

“Utterly thrilling.” Northern Soul

Sunday 1 May: 7.30pm
Tickets: £24

Book online >

Flook
Taking inspiration from their roots in the Irish
and English traditions, Flook have an enviable
trademark sound, weaving and spinning
traditionally rooted tunes over precise
acoustic grooves, with a rare blend of fiery
technical brilliance, delicate ensemble
interaction and a bold, adventurous musical
imagination. There is certainly no shortage of
virtuosity amongst the members of Flook, but
the unique impact of this band stems from
the wholly intuitive, almost symbiotic,
exchange between the various flutes, frets
and skins. More than twenty five years after
their first gig together, Flook continue to
inspire and enchant audiences of all ages.

Their most recent album Ancora, released in
2019 to critical acclaim and nominated for
BBC Folk Album of the year, clearly
demonstrates that, with their roots firmly
anchored in the tradition, Flook still hold fast

to their reputation as major musical
innovators. Brian Finnegan - whistles and
flutes Sarah Allen - flutes and accordion Ed
Boyd - guitar John Joe Kelly – bodhrán
“Tour de force return after decade and a half – a
luminous reunion.” The Irish Times

Tuesday 17 May: 7.30pm
Tickets: £17

Book online >

Sam Sweeney
BBC Radio 2 Folk Awards Nominee for
Musician of the Year 2019.
After embarking on a solo career, releasing
his debut solo album The Unfinished Violin and
touring it to sell-out crowds on the 2019
album launch tour, Sam released his highly
anticipated second solo album in spring 2020.
Moving on from his connection to the First
World War, which inspired his first album and
captured the nation’s hearts through
appearances on Antiques Roadshow and BBC
Breakfast, alongside BBC Radio 2, 3, 4 and
6Music, Sam is moving on to making music on
his own terms, with three of his favourite
musicians and with a totally fresh approach
and a big sound.
Sam and his new band (Jack Rutter on guitar,
Ben Nicholls on double bass and Louis
Campbell on electric guitar) are putting

something into English music that has never
been there before. This album has the
swagger and groove of traditional English
music with the huge sound, flare, energy and
festival spirit of bands coming out of the
Celtic and Scandinavian music scenes.
“The fiddler with the Midas touch.” ★★★★
The Guardian

Wednesday 18 May: 7.30pm
Tickets: £14

Book online >

Click here or press enter for the accessibility optimised version

CLASSICAL MUSIC
Presented by Hexham & District Music Society
Image: Floriegium

Hexham & District Music Society
present

Floriegium
One of the UK's most outstanding period instrument ensembles, the
internationally renowned Floriegium come to Hexham with a
programme including three of Haydn's London Symphonies, arranged
for chamber ensemble by the man who brought the composer to
London in the 1790s, Johann Peter Salomon. We will also hear Mozart's
first flute quartet.
Florilegium have played in many of the world's leading concert halls,
from Sydney Opera House to the Concertgebouw in Amsterdam. They
were ensemble-in-residence at London's Wigmore Hall from 1998 to
2000 and have been ensemble-in-association at the Royal College of
Music since 2008.
Programme:
Haydn (arr. Salomon) Symphony no. 101 in D major ('The Clock')
Mozart Flute Quartet no. 1 in D major, K285
Haydn (arr. Salomon) Symphony no. 94 in G major ('Surprise')
Haydn (arr. Salomon) Symphony no. 104 in D major ('London')

Sunday 20 February: 3pm
Tickets: £17.50, £8 Student, Schoolchild Free

Book online >

Hexham & District Music Society
present

The Mithras Trio
The Mithras Trio were formed in 2017 and are already earning a
reputation as one of the next generation's most exciting piano trios.
They have won several awards, including first prize at the Trondheim
International Chamber Music competition and the Royal Philharmonic
Society's prestigious Henderson Award for emerging chamber
ensembles.
Their programme this evening features three classics of the repertoire,
beginning with masterpieces by Haydn and Brahms, and ending in
Schubert's great E-flat trio with its instantly hummable melodies.
Programme:
Haydn (arr. Salomon) Symphony no. 101 in D major ('The Clock')
Mozart Flute Quartet no. 1 in D major, K285
Haydn (arr. Salomon) Symphony no. 94 in G major ('Surprise')
Haydn (arr. Salomon) Symphony no. 104 in D major ('London')

Tuesday 22 March: 7.30pm
Tickets: £17.50, £8 Student, Schoolchild Free

Book online >

Hexham & District Music Society
present

Patrick Hemmerlé
Patrick is a French pianist living in England, acclaimed for the originality
of his concert programmes and the depth of his interpretations. While
often heard performing core repertoire by composers such as Chopin
and Bach, he is also a champion of less familiar works. His recent
album of music by Jean-Roger Ducasse was hailed 'a wonderful
recording' by the BBC Music Magazine.
His programme tonight is a musical journey, starting with the world of
landscapes and distant lands in Debussy's Estampes, passing through
Java as seen through the eyes of Godowsky, returning to the Iberia of
Albéniz and then finally arriving in Liszt's Venezia e Napoli, the
composer's 'supplement' to the Italian volume of his Années de
Pélerinage.
Programme:
Debussy Estampes | Godowsky Java Suite, book 1
Albéniz Iberia, book 1 | Liszt Venezia e Napoli

Thursday 21 April: 7.30pm
Tickets: £17.50, £8 Student, Schoolchild Free

Book online >

Click here or press enter for the accessibility optimised version

EXHIBITIONS
This season's mind provoking exhibitions...

J P Gibson Photographic Exhibition
12 March - 4 February
Gallery One & Two

Lady Emma Tankerville – A Pioneering
Botanist
12 March - 30 April

FREE

Gallery One & Two

An exhibition of a selection of J P Gibson’s photographic
images, reproduced with the generous permission of the Gibson
family, of Hexham and its hinterlands taken throughout the reign of
Queen Victoria presented by the Hexham High Street Heritage Action
Zone’s (HSHAZ).

A unique exhibition of twenty-one botanical watercolour illustrations
painted by Lady Emma, 4th Countess of Tankerville, (1752-1836), a rediscovered woman of 18th century science. The exhibition was
researched by Northumberland historian June Watson in collaboration
with the Head Curator at the Royal Botanic Garden, Kew.

Find out more >

Find out more >

Click here or press enter for the accessibility optimised version

TAKING PART
Get involved with this season's activties and workshops...

QUEEN’S HALL YOUTH THEATRE GROUPS

Develop your creativity through this popular
skills-based theatre programme and explore
the issues that are important to you!

Down Stage: Skills-based group, 8-11 years

PROJECTORS DRAMA GROUP

Mondays, 6 - 8pm
Projectors is a drama based creative group for
young people aged 18 to 30 with Autistic
Spectrum Disorder (ASD) and/or
communication difficulties who, due to their
specific needs, feel unable to access our other
Youth Theatre sessions.

Stage Note: Performance group, 11-14 years

Sessions are led by specialist creative
producers.

Creatives: Ensemble group, 15-19 years

This group will be relaunching in spring.
For further information please contact
Susan Priestley.

These groups will be relaunching in spring.
Email Box Office to register your interest.

Teapot Making
with Muddy Fingers Pottery
Saturday 2 April | 10am - 1pm
£40 | 16+
This fun session includes all you need
to make a two cup teapot of your own
design. One of the muddy fingers team
will give a demonstration on making
and decorating a teapot then you’ll be
guided through the rest of the session
to your own.
Suitable for total beginners or those
who already do ceramics.
Book online >

Click here or press enter for the accessibility optimised version

Support Queen's
Hall Arts
We are proud to bring you high quality shows
and exhibitions, and are passionate about
developing the next generation of artists. As a
charity, our work is funded by donations,
ticket sales and by grants from Arts Council
England and Northumberland County Council.
We aim to keep ticket prices as low as
possible to make the highest quality arts and
culture accessible to our community. We
recognise that this time of uncertainty has
affected everyone differently, but if you can
help with a donation then it will play a huge
part in helping us remain a vital part of the
community.
Make a donation >

Click here or press enter for the accessibility optimised version

Queen’s Hall Arts Centre
Beaumont Street
Hexham
Northumberland
NE46 3LS
Box Office: 01434 652477
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