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QHA Season Preview Night  
Thursday 10 January   6.00pm – 7.00pm

Join us as we look at the season ahead, playing you some video 
snippets of shows, audio tracks of some of the music events and 
giving you loads more insight into the season.

And there is a good chance you may win tickets to Jason Donovan’s 
sold out show, along with other goodies from the forthcoming season...!! 

FREE ENTRY BUT BOOK A TICKET

Theatre l Music l Dance l Film l Exhibitions l Workshops

January - April 2019

... the creative heart of the community

Hexham & District Music Society
Riyad Nicolas (piano)  
Friday 11 January   7.30pm

Riyad Nicolas is one of the most exciting 
musicians to emerge from the Middle East. 
He moved to London from Syria in 2005, 
winning several awards since then, including 
the Royal College of Music’s prestigious 
Chappell Medal Competition in 2015. 

Programme
Beethoven: Piano Sonata no. 13 in E flat 
major, “Quasi una fantasia”, op. 27 no. 1

Ravel: Gaspard de la Nuit

Chopin: Piano Sonata no. 3 in B minor,  
op. 58

Scriabin: Piano Sonata no. 5 in F sharp 
major, op. 53

Tickets: £15.00 | £7.50 (student) 
£1.00 (schoolchildren)

David Harper
Antiques, Art, Cars and TV:  
Live and Unscripted   
Friday 25 January   7.30pm

David Harper is a BBC TV presenter for 
Bargain Hunt, Put Your Money Where 
Your Mouth Is, Flog It, For What It’s 
Worth and The Antiques Road Trip 
and has appeared on many others 
from The One Show to Celebrity 
Masterchef.

In this unscripted show David will 
feature funny behind the scenes 
anecdotes from TV, exciting antique 
finds, huge profits and even 
bigger losses, disaster 
stories from celebrity 
TV appearances and 
historical journeys 
through time. 

Bring a question 
or a small antique 
or collectible for 
discussion or valuation 
during the evening.

Tickets: £12.00 
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Welcome to a Great New Year at 
Queen’s Hall
I cannot believe it is already time to write the introduction to my 
second programme, but I am thrilled to be presenting such a 
wonderful season. The season includes Deeds Not Words, a dance 
performance commissioned by QHA, Old Boy with a Northumbrian 
cast, and Opera North’s Mini Magic Flute for pre-schoolers. There’s 
live music from the Jive Aces and Feast of Fiddles, theatre from 
Elysium Theatre (Miss Julie) and a whole host of comedy stars!

I am delighted to welcome The Beaumont Hotel as our 
first ever Season Sponsor. We are thrilled to have their 
support. Why not enjoy dinner at The Beaumont before 
joining us for a performance?

Queen’s Hall Arts’ Youth Theatre is now part of the National Theatre 
Connections scheme for the first time, and their production of Salt will 
certainly be one of the highlights of this season. We’d like to extend a 
big thank you to Nicholson Portnell Solicitors for sponsoring our 
involvement in NT Connections.

There have been some exciting new developments too with the staff 
team taking over the bar. Every penny of profit from sales now helps 
to support the arts. We have also welcomed a new café operator who 
is filling the building with the delicious smells of baking.

I have received the most wonderful welcome to Hexham and I look 
forward to welcoming you all to Queen’s Hall. Do drop in to enjoy an 
exhibition, a show, a workshop or a scone very soon!

Katy Taylor
Artistic Director | Queen’s Hall Arts



4 5

Bo
ok

 o
nl

in
e:

 w
w

w
.q

ue
en

sh
al

l.c
o.

uk
  

 l 
  

C
al

l t
he

 b
ox

 o
ff

ic
e:

 0
14

34
 6

52
47

7

Pete Firman: MARVELS 
Thursday 7 February   7.30pm

The UK’s leading comedy magician is back 
on the road with his new show. You’ve 
seen him on television, now experience his 
trademark blend of laugh-out-loud comedy 
and jaw-dropping magic live on stage!

As seen on ITV1’s Tonight at the London 
Palladium and The Next Great Magician, 
BBC One’s The Magicians, The John Bishop 
Show and The Sarah Millican Television 
Programme.

Suitable for ages 14 years+.

Presented by Phil McIntyre Entertainments in 
association with Corrie McGuire for CMM.

‘The best magic tricks  
in the Universe’  
Independent

Tickets: £16.00 
£14.00 (Members / benefit concession / 
student): 

Commissioned by  
Queen’s Hall Arts
Abbott Dance Theatre 
Deeds Not Words 
Thursday 31 January   7.30pm

To mark the 2018 centenary of the 
Representation of the People’s Act 
1918 (where some women over 
30+ won the right to vote in the 
UK), Abbott Dance Theatre presents 
Deeds Not Words, a moving, 
energetic piece of dance theatre 
highlighting and commemorating 
women’s suffrage in the UK.

Featuring choral music and dance 
from local community groups, 
soundscape by Breifne Holohan 
and music composed by Jessica 
Dannheisser (BBC One’s Suffragettes 
with Lucy Worsley).

Running time:  
60 minutes (no interval)

Age: 11+ (contains partial nudity)

Tickets: £14.50 
£12.50 (Members / benefit conc) 
£7.50 (student)

Poetry Evening: Free Flowing Words 
Thursday 7 February   7.00pm

In Hexham Library

A chance to hear poetry from two North East poets.  
Ellen Phethean (left) worked with Julia Darling in The Poetry 
Virgins, a women’s performance poetry group. Her first collection 
of poetry, Breath, 2009 was shortlisted for the London Fringe  
1st Collection Award 2010.

Joan Johnston, a recipient of a Hawthornden Fellowship, has for the last 25 years worked  
as a writer in hospitals, prisons, day-centres and schools, and with women’s groups, the 
homeless, and older people in residential care.

Tickets: £5.00

New Old Friends
Crimes on the Nile  
Friday 8 February   7.30pm

Belgian detective extraordinaire, Artemis Arinae, is enjoying a cruise along the Nile 
when tragedy strikes again. The passengers and staff are suspects and the murder 
count is growing! Will Arinae’s little grey cells identify the murderer in time?

A cast of just four perform multiple outrageous characters, inventive set pieces and 
whisk the plot along in another Agatha-Christie inspired romp. 

Following the 2018 smash hit Crimes Under the Sun, multi-award-winning theatre 
company, New Old Friends, return with another hilariously inventive comedy thriller 
directed by James Farrell (Associate Director: The 39 Steps, West End).

Tickets: £16.50

Fe
br

ua
ry
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Sonic Valentine  
Thursday 14 February    
12 noon – 1.30pm

In the White Room

Using the continuous resonant sounds 
of gongs, Tibetan bowls, cello and vocal 
harmonics, this will be a space to explore 
the senses through intentional sound and 
vibration.

FREE ‘DROP-IN’ EVENT

Oc
to

be
r

People’s Theatre Company
There Was An Old Lady  
Who Swallowed A Fly 
Saturday 9 February   2.30pm

There Was an Old Lady Who Swallowed A Fly.  
I don’t know why she swallowed a fly...

But The People’s Theatre Company do! And now you can too as they bring one of  
the world’s best loved nursery rhymes to life!

From the company that brought us Don’t Dribble On The Dragon and How the 
Koala Learnt to Hug, this magical show has been written especially for grown-ups to 
enjoy with their children. Come and relive the delights of this most charming of tales 
complete with a feast of sing along songs, colourful animal characters and  
heart warming family fun.

It’s the perfect treat for anyone aged 2 to 102!

Tickets: £12.00 |  £10.00 (Under 16s / Over 65s / benefit conc)  
£40.00 (Group of 4)

Northumberland Young 
Farmers Entertainment 
Competition  
Sunday 10 February   2.00pm

Teams from across the county compete, 
with the winning team representing the 
County in the National competition. 

For tickets please contact the County 
Office 01661 872562 or email 
countyoffice@northumberlandyfc.co.uk

Fe
br

ua
ry

Jess Gillam made history in 2016 as the 
first saxophonist to win the woodwind 
final of BBC Young Musician of the Year. 
With her dazzling playing and vivacious 
stage presence, she is already becoming 
recognised as an international ambassador 
for her instrument and the 2018 Classic  
Brit awards hailed her as a performer  
“who embodies the exciting future of 
classical music”.

Programme
Itturalde: Pequena Czardas
Britten: Temporal Variations
Ravel: Pièce en forme de Habanera
Wiedoeft: Valse Vanité
Nyman: If (from The Diary of Anne Frank)
Milhaud: Scaramouche  
Marcello: Oboe Concerto
Williams: Escapades
Bartók: Romanian Dances
Harle: Rant

The Brit Rock  
Film Tour  

Friday 15 February   7.30pm

The Brit Rock Film Tour has all 
the best new climbing films 
from the UK’s top adventure 
filmmakers, featuring some 
of the country’s most popular 
climbers. The 2019 tour 
delivers a stunning line-up of 
compelling stories from the 
vertical world in its strongest 
programme to date.

Tickets: £10.00 
£8.00 (student)  

Hexham & District Music Society  
Jess Gillam (saxophone)  
with Zeynep Özsuca (piano)
Wednesday 13 February   7.30pm

Tickets: £15.00 | £7.50 (student) | £1.00 (schoolchildren) 



Astral Circus  
Wednesday 20 February  10.30am Workshop  
 1.30pm Show

Roll up! Roll up! Astral Circus is in town! 

A show for all ages, featuring comedy, aerial acrobatics, fire, balance,  
juggling and more. So close you could touch (though perhaps best you don’t). 

Don’t run away to join the Circus! Astral Circus are running a workshop 
alongside the show, perfect for any budding trapeze artists, fire eaters or 
jugglers! Try your hand at circus skills, including poi, spinning  
plates, diabolo and juggling with the Astral Circus team.

Show tickets: £8.50 | £7.50 (group of 4 or more, per person) 
Workshop tickets: £5.00
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Tannahill Weavers  
Saturday 16 February   7.30pm

Scottish traditional music at its best! Over the years the Tannahill Weavers have been 
international trailblazers for Scottish music, and their tight harmonies and powerful, 
inventive arrangements have won them fans from beyond the folk and Celtic music 
scenes. Inducted into the Scottish Traditional Music Hall of Fame in 2011, they are firmly 
established as one of the premier groups on the concert stage. 

From reflective ballads to footstomping reels and jigs, the variety and range of the 
material they perform is matched only by their enthusiasm and lively Celtic spirits.  

Tickets: £14.00 | £12.00 (Members / benefit conc / student)

Fe
br

ua
ry

Northumberland Pulse  
Dance Platform
Sunday 17 February   5.00pm 

Dance groups from across Northumberland 
will be performing their latest 
choreographies, presenting fresh new work 
in a range of dance styles. 

Tickets: £7.50 
£4.50 (student / Under 18s)

Matt Forde: Brexit Through the Gift Shop  
Thursday 21 February   7.30pm

 Join Britain’s leading political comedian, Matt Forde, for the show that was a complete 
sell-out at last year’s Edinburgh Festival and his last as an EU citizen.  As host of 

Unspun on Dave and his own Political Party podcast, Matt has interviewed 
some of British politics’ biggest and most notorious characters including 

Tony Blair, David Davis, Ruth Davidson, Nigel Farage, Nick Clegg, 
Anna Soubry, Harriet Harman, Ed Balls and Jacob Rees-Mogg. 

His monthly residence at Westminster’s  
The Other Palace has sold out every  

show for over 5 years and  
sells out months in advance. 

“Is there a better political  
comic than Matt Forde  

currently working in  
the UK? I can’t think  

of another to touch him”  
HHHH Chortle

Tickets: £15.00
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Kate Fox presents 
Where There’s  
Muck There’s Bras 
Thursday 28 February   7.30pm

In Hexham Library

In this hilarious and thought-provoking 
show about the real Northern Powerhouse, 
Northern Women - the sung and the unsung 
- stand up poet and Radio 4 regular Kate Fox 
asks who gets remembered and why (and 
why not)!

This funny, gently subversive performance 
uncovers the hidden history of the writers, 
scientists, sportswomen, politicians, protestors, 
musicians, innovators, activists and other 
heroines who represent the grit, determination 
and spirit of the North’s women.

Running Time: 80 minutes.  
Suitability: 12 years+

Tickets: £10.00 | £7.50 (student)
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Mary’s Hand  
Friday 22 February   7.30pm

Queen Mary I, Bloody Mary to her enemies, loves to play 
at dice and cards. Over a game in which the audience 
chooses the next card to be turned, Mary reflects on 
her life: her royal family, her faith, her marriage, her 
desperate desire for a child, and her blackened name. 

Let Mary set the record straight.  
Choose a card so we may begin!

With words & direction by Di Sherlock and music by Martin Bussey, 
Mary’s Hand is performed by mezzo-soprano Clare McCaldin & 
instrumental ensemble. 

Running time: 75 minutes, no interval

Tickets: £14.50 | £12.50 (Members / benefit conc)  
£7.50 (student)

‘A modest gem  
of a show HHHHH’  
The Independent 

The Stones   
Saturday 23 February   7.30pm

The Stones are the UK’s premier 
tribute to the Rolling Stones, 
bringing all the hits & timeless 
Rolling Stones numbers to 
you live on stage, such classics 
as Ruby Tuesday, Honky Tonk 
Woman, Start Me Up, Brown 
Sugar, Satisfaction and many 
more.

The greatest portrayal to the 
most famous Rock & Roll band 
of all time, complete with an 
authentic wardrobe of Rolling 
Stone costumes, you would think 
you had just been witness to a 
performance from Mick, Keith & 
the rest of the boys.

Tickets: £19.50 
£17.50 (Members /  
benefit conc / student)

Glas(s) Performance 
Old Boy 
Friday 1 March   7.00pm

Grandads are brilliant.  
Mind you, so are grandsons. 

Old Boy is a brand new show about the 
unique bond between real life grandfathers 
and grandsons that explores male family 
relationships, and the legacy that is passed 
down through generations.

Originally made in Glasgow, Old Boy has 
been recreated with a cast of real life 
Northumbrian grandfathers and grandsons. 
Chosen from the best of the Edinburgh 
Fringe by Northumberland residents, in 
association with ‘bait’, Old Boy is funny and 
moving in equal measure.

Tickets: £10.00 | £7.50 (student)

War on the Floor
Sunday 3 March   6.30pm

Karate at its most exciting with the best of Seiken Ryu students. War on the Floor  
celebrates the speed, ferocity and physicality of competition team karate sparring.  
The Seiken Ryu students will also demonstrate team kata and advanced karate skills.

Expect an action packed evening that will leave you breathless and might even encourage 
you to take up the sport yourself!

Tickets: £15.00

TRY 
IT FOR A

TENNER
TRY 

IT FOR A

TENNER



Creatives presents  
Salt 
By Dawn King 

Monday 4 & Tuesday 5 March   7.30pm

A play about generations, choices and hope.

Life is never plain sailing, so when a new 
government initiative comes into place 
offering young people the chance to train 
and learn skills overseas, droves of teens 
jump at the chance to secure their future. 
Once on board the transport ship, the 
promises of the glossy advert seem a far   
cry from what lies ahead.

Nothing is what it seems!

Tickets: £10.00 | £2.50 (19 & under)

TRY 
IT FOR A

TENNER
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M
ar

chNational Theatre  
Connections

Here at QHA we’re delighted that our Youth Theatre 
group Creatives has been successful in joining the 
National Theatre Connections scheme.

Each year the National Theatre, London, commissions 
ten new plays for young people to perform, bringing 
together some of the UK’s most exciting writers  
with the theatre-makers of tomorrow. The  
scheme involves 300 youth theatre companies  
and over 6,000 young people from every corner  
of the UK.

And our Creatives group, aided by the other youth 
theatre groups and QHA staff, will be part of it all!

We are raising funds to ensure 
our youth theatre can access 
special workshops, mentoring, 
and support direct from the 
National Theatre in London. 
You can help make this project 
happen… donate today by 
calling us on 01434 652477.

Supported by  
Nicholson Portnell Solicitors

Following on from the successful 
collaboration with award-winning 
Unfolding Theatre and Multi Verse 
Arcade, Queen’s Hall Youth Theatre 
presents Salt, a new play by Dawn 
King, as part of their first National 
Theatre Connections programme, 
a national celebration of youth 
theatre work and new writing.

icholson Portnell is a long-
established law firm boasting 
an extensive range of  

services offered by a respected team  
of solicitors.

Client relationships are our top priority, 
and service is handled professionally 
and sensitively by experienced lawyers.

Nicholson Portnell prides itself, not 
only on its years of service to Hexham, 
but also on its ability to evolve to meet 
the ever-changing needs of clients.

N
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Elysium Theatre Company 
Miss Julie  
by August Strindberg

Wednesday 13 March   7.30pm 
Thursday 14 March  1.30pm & 7.30pm

“Don’t you know it’s dangerous to  
play with fire?”

Midsummer night in an old manor house in 
the North East. For one night only servants 
and masters are equal, and drink and dance 
together into the small hours. With the Lord 
away, his daughter, Miss Julie, strays into 
the servants’ quarters in search of the Head 
Butler, John. As the two play with fire, their 
mutual attraction drives them together with 
fatal consequences.

Strindberg’s electrifying play of sex and class 
comes to passionate life in a powerful new 
production by Elysium Theatre Company, 
who previously brought us The River.

Translated by Michael Meyer, directed by Jake Murray 
and designed by Louis Price, with Alice Frankham, 
Danny Solomon and Hannah Ellis Ryan, Miss Julie will 
feature an ensemble of local Hexham actors as the 
Servants Chorus.

Tickets: £14.50 
£12.50 (Members / benefit conc) 
£7.50 (student)

14
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Written and performed by Holly 
Gallagher, this is a performance about 
Stress. And figuring out why so many 
of us feel it to an unhealthy degree. 

It’s about fear, pressure, uncertainty. 
It’s about sadness and mental health 
and how we help ourselves. 
It’s about feeling like things  
are all A Bit Too Much  
and then the cat goes missing.

PAY WHAT YOU DECIDE

Hexham & District Music Society 
Heath String Quartet 

Friday 8 March     7.30pm 
Pre-concert talk   6.30pm

The dynamic and charismatic Heath Quartet 
is fast earning a reputation as one of the 
most exciting British chamber ensembles of 
the moment.

In May 2013 they became the first ensemble 
in 15 years to win the prestigious Royal 
Philharmonic Society’s Young Artists Award. 

Programme
Haydn: String Quartet in D, op. 20 no. 4
Ligeti: String Quartet no. 2
Beethoven: String Quartet in E-flat Major, 
op. 127

Tickets: £15.00 | £7.50 (student) 
£1.00 (schoolchildren)

Jason Donovan  
Wednesday 6 March   8.00pm

Jason Donovan is coming to 
Queen’s Hall Arts Centre, Hexham. 
These intimate evenings will be a 
unique opportunity to see him like 
you’ve never seen him before!

Celebrating his 50th birthday 
and with a wealth of tantalising 
tales under his belt, this 
autobiographical show will zigzag 
back and forth through his life. 
Hear some new stories (and 
possibly one or two you’ve heard 
before!) plus some of the songs 
you know and love.

Tickets: £27.50

SOLD OUT

An ARC Stockton Production  
Tensile Strength  
(or How to Survive at 
Your Wit’s End) 
Monday 11 March   7.30pm

In the Green Room Studio

The above performance is priced on a  
Pay What You Decide basis, which 
means that tickets are available to book 
in advance as usual, but there is no 
obligation for you to pay until after you 
have seen the show. You can then decide 
on a price which you think is suitable 
based on your experience. 
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Opera North 
Mini Magic Flute  

Sunday 17 March  10.30am  
(workshop + performance) 

In Hexham Library

This bitesize opera packs fun, fantasy 
and enchanting music into just 
half an hour, making it the perfect 
introduction to opera for all the family. 

A Prince is in search of a Princess, but 
will they ever find one another? 
What adventures lie in wait for them 
along the way?

A trio of opera singers and an 
accordionist invite you to join them for 
a family-friendly, interactive retelling 
of Mozart’s magical fairy tale where 
nothing is quite as it first appears…

As part of the show, you will be invited 
take part in a craft session where you 
will make a specially designed paper 
bird. Not only will your bird feature in 
the performance, but you will also be 
able to take it home afterwards.

Suitable for ages 4 years+ 
Approx. finish time 11.45am

Tickets: £5.00 (child) | £8.00 (adult)

Tom Stade: I Swear To... 
Saturday 16 March  7.30pm

Following last year’s smash-hit UK tour, the 
Canadian comedy legend is back with a new 
show, ‘I Swear To…’ picking up just where 
he left off.

Join Tom as he attempts to figure out 
exactly where he fits into this emerging new 
world of feelings and FaceTime.  Exactly 
when did he, and all his stuff, become 
vintage - and why didn’t he see it coming?  

Armed with his usual swagger and playful 
sense of mischief, one of the most prolific 
and engaging stand-ups of our time, Tom 
explores these generational conundrums 
and a whole lot more…. 

As seen on Ch4’s Comedy Gala, BBC One’s 
Michael McIntyre’s Comedy Roadshow, The 
John Bishop Show and Live at the Apollo.

Tickets: £16.00

The Jimmy Shand Story 

Friday 22 March   7.30pm

A celebration of the life and music of the 
late Sir Jimmy Shand, prolific composer 
and renowned bandleader, an international 
star and legend of Scottish Music.

On stage, the music is provided by the 
Brandon McPhee Band. Winner of the 
highly coveted ‘Jimmy Shand Shield’ and 
Senior Scottish Accordion Champion, 
Brandon is recognised across Britain and 
Ireland through his music and many 
appearances on stage, radio and television. 

In this the Jimmy Shand Story, Brandon looks back at the life and music of his 
idol, playing many of his favourite tunes, complemented by visual images and 
stories narrated live by legendary Scottish Folksinger and Broadcaster Jimmie 
Macgregor MBE, presenter of The White Heather Club.

Tickets: £20.00

LIVE 
IN THE

LIBRARY

A FAIRY TALE OPERA FOR 
CHILDREN Mile Twelve 

Monday 18 March   8.00pm

This exceptionally talented young band is fast gaining recognition for 
outstanding performances in bluegrass and folk circles in the USA. 
Their entertaining live material includes creative covers as well as  
their own acclaimed originals and a sprinkling of traditional songs,  
all delivered with outstanding musicianship and vocal harmonies.  

Tickets: £12.50
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The Hut People  
Thursday 28 March   8.00pm

Taking the audience on a musical 
journey around the World, English 
instrumental duo The Hut People 
(Sam Pirt and Gary Hammond) have 
firmly established themselves as one 
of the most unique, entertaining  
and best-loved acts on the UK folk 
scene today.

Mixing global rhythms with folk 
tunes from Quebec to Spain, 
Scandinavia to Sussex and 
everywhere in between, this is a 
quirky celebration of our rich musical 
heritage – and it works so well!

This is a show like nothing you’ve 
ever seen before – expect feel-
good dancing tunes, step dancing, 
Quebecois foot-percussion  
(whilst playing the accordion!)  
and humour aplenty.

Tickets: £12.00

Ap
ri

l

The Jive Aces Big Beat 
Revue 
Saturday 23 March   7.30pm

The UK’s No.1 and world’s busiest 
swing and jive band present their 
biggest theatre show to date, the  
“Big Beat Revue”!

A rock ’n’ roll extravaganza featuring 
special guests, vintage pin-up dancing, 
singing and tapping troupe, The Satin 
Dollz, the low down baritone sax of 
Lottie B and the smooth accordion of 
Grazia Bevilacqua, this show features 
the best in 40s and 50s jive, rhythm 
and blues and rock ’n’ roll.

“The crazy energy of the  
Jive Aces can certainly whisk 
you away to a different era and 
tempt you to Jump, Jive and  
Wail out of happiness and joy!”  

The Student Newspaper, Edinburgh.

Tickets: £18.00 
£16.00 (Members / benefit conc / 
student)

Feast of Fiddles  
Wednesday 3 April   7.30pm

Born on Valentine’s Day 1994 as a one off special concert,  
Feast of Fiddles has done 25 Spring tours, 24 festivals and  
has 7 CDs to its name. This is a band of friends that puts on  
a show of huge dynamic range performed with passion,  
joy and a liberal dose of fun.

Fiddlers Peter Knight (Gigspanner, Steeleye Span),  
Chris Leslie (Fairport Convention),  Brian McNeill (Battlefield 
Band), Ian Cutler (Bully Wee), Tom Leary (Lindisfarne) and  
Garry Blakeley (Band of Two) add the large range of fiddle 
playing styles to the rock back-line of guitars, keyboards,  
sax and accordion – all held together by legendary drummer  
Dave Mattacks.

Tickets: £20.00 / £18.00 (Members / benefit conc / student)

LIVE 
IN THE

LIBRARY

Film Night 
Edie (12A) 

Thursday 28 March   8.00pm

Believing that it is never too late 83 year old 
Edie (Sheila Hancock) packs an old camping 
bag, leaves her life behind and embarks on 
an adventure, setting off to rekindle fond 
memories of childhood by climbing the 
imposing Mount Suilven in Scotland with 
the help of a young guide.

Running time: 1hr 42 mins

Tickets: £6.00 (On the door) 
£5.00 (In Advance / Queen’s Club 
Members)

“The best 
fiddle 
players of a 
generation” 
fRoots
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An Audience with  
Cannon & Ball 
Saturday 6 April   7.30pm

Cannon & Ball present an evening of 
their own magical and unique brand 
of humour - unforgettable legendary 
sketches, songs, storytelling and an 
audience Q & A session.

This magical and intimate close and 
upfront evening is a treat for all comedy 
and variety fans of all ages!

Tickets: £18.00 
£16.00 (Members / benefit conc / 
student)

Hexham & District Music Society 
Fujikawa, Markson & Friends 
Wednesday 10 April   7.30pm

The celebrated violinist, Mayumi Fujikawa, makes a welcome return 
to the north east with the cellist and conductor Richard Markson. 
Mayumi and Richard have had long, successful international careers 
as soloists, chamber musicians and recording artists, working with 

artists as diverse as Lorin Maazel, André Previn, Andrew Davis, Nobuko Imai and Jorge 
Federico Osorio. They are joined at this performance by an ensemble of young musicians 
including their pianist/composer son, Oliver.

Programme
Beethoven: Variations on ‘Ich bin der Schneider Kakadu’, op. 121a, for piano trio.
Mozart: Piano Quartet in E flat major, K493
Chausson: Concert for Violin, Piano and String Quartet in D major, op. 21

Tickets: £15.00 | £7.50 (student) | £1.00 (schoolchildren)
Kitchen Zoo 
The Tin Foil Astronaut 
Monday 8 April 11.00am & 2.00pm 
Tuesday 9 April  11.00am

Today is the day of the space race! 
A race to put the first human on the 
Moon! But our astronaut isn’t quite like 
others... she’s different.

Alba has been in training and she has 
even made her own rocket! But can  
she really power a rocket with crisps? 
What is past Pluto? Are there robots in 
Space? And will anyone ever listen to  
the smallest of space explorers? 

With original live music and puppets, 
this is a story of discovery, individuality 
and a celebration of differences for  
3-7 year olds and their families.

From the makers of The Owl and the 
Pussycat, and co-commissioned by ARC, 
Queen’s Hall Arts, Hexham and Arts 
Centre Washington. 

Tickets: £8.50 
£7.50 (per person based on a group  
of 4 or more) 
£1.00 (Babe in arms)

Ap
ri

l

Click it for  
a Ticket
Don’t forget that you can now  
pick your seat online via our website  
24 hours of the day from the comfort 
of your own home. 

Just book online and print your tickets at 
home. We’re only a click away! 

www.queenshall.co.uk

Vamos Theatre 
A Brave Face 
Saturday 13 April   7.30pm

His hardest battle is the one back home.

Afghanistan: 2009. Ryan is there to see the world,  
learn a trade, get a life. Training’s complete,  
combat is a buzz. But on one particular hot  
and desperate tour of duty, Ryan sees things  
he can’t talk about, to anyone. And when  
he returns home, the trouble really begins.

A Brave Face explores Post Traumatic Stress,  
an unseen and often unrecognised injury  
of war, and the impact it can have on even  
the closest of families. With compassion  
and fearlessness, Vamos brings its trademark,  
wordless, full mask style to a story that  
needs to be told. 

Suitable for aged 12 years up and accessible  
to hearing and d/Deaf audiences alike.

Running time: 80 mins, no interval.

Tickets: £10.00 | £7.50 (student)

TRY 
IT FOR A

TENNER
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Chicken Licken: a TaleJam   

Saturday 20 April   2.00pm

A musical storytelling experience for 
all the family. Join us as we explore 
an old fable in a new way with fun, 
fake news and feathers!

Chicken Licken: a TaleJam invites you 
to join in the storytelling antics of a 
musical band trying to tell the tale 
of a young chick who can’t decide 
what to do! 

From Ruth Mary Johnson, the 
Director of Do Not Enter the 
Monster Zoo, Hey Presto!, Man on 
the Moon and The Worst Princess.

Tickets: £8.50 
£7.50 (per person based on a  
group of 4 or more) 
£1.00 (Babe in arms)

Get Lost and Found 
Mischief and Mystery  
in Moomin Valley 
Sunday 14 April   
11.00am & 2.00pm

Join us on an unforgettable journey 
to Moomin Valley where everyone 
is welcome, nature thrives and 
adventures are plentiful. Be sure to 
pack your imagination!

Open a book and discover a world 
where anything is possible.

Magical puppetry, an ingenious 
set, original music and interactive 
play will delight young audiences 
aged 4 to 7 years in this brand 
new children’s theatre show, 
and encourage them to immerse 
themselves in a unique participatory 

story-telling experience. 

Tickets: £8.50 
£7.50 (per person based on a  
group of 4 or more) 
£1.00 (Babe in arms)

The Queen’s Club is a new scheme  
for individuals and couples.

Individual Membership at £25 per year  
Joint Membership at £35 per year 

Join our Friends scheme,  
The Queen’s Club, and  
support the North East’s  
most vibrant Arts Centre.

Everyone wants to get the most from their money and coming to the arts centre  
is no exception, which is why The Queen’s Club is the perfect choice for 
regular visitors to the Queen’s Hall.

Members get money-saving discounts, a host of exclusive benefits, invitations 
to exciting special events, and lots more. At the same time as having fun today 
you will be helping us to invest in the future, ensuring there is a next generation 
of artists, musicians and performers coming through to entertain us tomorrow! 

Queen’s Hall Cafe  
Open Tuesday - Saturday    
10.00am - 4.00pm

Run by Jevon Scudamore, previously 
the baker at Hexham Abbey, the NEW 
Queen’s Hall Cafe is now open for home 
made cakes and scones, as well as soup 
& sandwiches... and according to many 
customers, the best coffee in Hexham!

Look out for best-selling items,  
the cheese and bacon scones and  
the New York Deli sandwich.
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7 Exhibitions ENTRY TO ALL EXHIBITIONS IS FREE

A Hayward Gallery Touring Exhibition  
Beneath this Mask: Claude Cahun  
Saturday 19 January - Saturday 9 March

GALLERY ONE & TWO

This Hayward Touring exhibition features the work 
of French female photographer Claude Cahun 
(1894–1954), whose practice investigates gender 
and identity.

Cahun achieved posthumous fame for her elusive 
self-portraits in which she assumed multiple 
personae. Born Lucy Schwob, she adopted the 
pseudonym in 1917 to free herself from the narrow 
confines of gender. Settling in Jersey, she embarked 
upon her defining photographic series, in which 
the subversion of traditional portraiture and the 
constructed nature of identity and gender are 
pressing concerns. In these now famous images, 
Cahun anticipated the performative work of 
contemporary artists such as Cindy Sherman.

25

OPEN: MONDAY TO FRIDAY 10.00AM - 5.00PM, SATURDAY 10.00AM - 4.00PM

Ex
hi

bi
tio

ns

Beautiful Ruins:  
Dave Barden  
Saturday 16 March –  
Saturday 6 April 

GALLERY ONE 

Well known for his paintings of 
Olympic Sport and Jazz Music, 
Dave Barden’s recent work takes 
its stimulus from frequent visits to 
Italy, where he and his wife, Ali, 
have a house.

The rhythms and shapes of arcades, doorways and windows, combined with the rich 
colour and textures suggested by worn, eroded building fabric, create rich, evocative 
abstracted structures. Whilst acknowledging the personal significance of this newly 
discovered ‘Italian’ stimulus, Dave recognises that he is revisiting some preoccupations 
and patterns of response found in earlier work.

I made 
everything:  
Anna Macdonald     
Saturday 16 March – 
Saturday 6 April

GALLERY TWO

I made everything asks: what would feel like enough? It is a performance for film that 
looks at the complex relationship between achievement, validation and visibility.

In it the artist lays claim to an enormous list of esteemed artistic, social and scientific 
achievements accomplished since time began. She is voracious. She claims she made 
everything. Some claims are true, some questionable and others openly fraudulent. 
During the film she performs a series of physical tasks with clearly self-generated 
constraints, which make them hard to achieve. Her movements are small, dogged  
and slightly ridiculous, contrasting notions of ‘greatness’ in terms of scale,  
permanence and grandeur. 

Moving image, single screen installation: 1hr 20mins

Claude Cahun,
Je Tends Les Bras, 1931
Courtesy and copyright  
Jersey Heritage
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It focuses on creating opportunities for artists working with 
digital and moving image technologies and aims to build and 
connect an international community of artists to local and 
national audiences.

The Queen’s Hall Digital platform will commission a number 
of works via a mix of selected works and open calls providing 
an exciting opportunity for us to get to know what you are 
making, stimulating interesting discussions that could lead to 
further opportunities.

Queen’s Hall Digital  
is an online exhibition portal for 
new work and innovative projects.
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7 Tynedale Community Choir   
Mondays 8.00pm
At St Aidan’s Church, Hexham

Sing, relax and unwind with folk songs, 
shanties, rounds, gospel, contemporary 
songs and more led by musical director, 
Kathryn Davidson. Suitable for beginners 
and experienced singers alike, all voices, 
ages and abilities welcome.

£15 per half term (concessions available)

For more information contact  
Mark 07879 263848

Queen’s Hall Adult  
Drama Group    
Tuesday 19 February for 8 weeks  
10.30am - 12.30pm 
At Queen’s Hall Arts Centre

Free drama sessions led by Sarah Kemp 
of Théâtre Sans Frontières as part of her 
PhD research on theatre making and older 
people. Develop your drama skills through 
movement, games and other performance 
activities. Meet new people and have fun. 
No previous experience necessary. All ages 
welcome but particularly those over 55.

Workshop places: Free

Book through Box Office 01434 6452477

For further information, contact  
sarah@tsf.org.uk

Tyne Valley Jazz Ensemble 
(9 -13yrs)

Tyne Valley Youth Big Band
(12-19yrs)

At The Phoenix, Hexham

Led by the jazz trumpeter and leader of Tyne 
Valley Big Band Dave Hignett, these two 
bands are a great opportunity for aspiring 
young musicians.

For more information contact  
david.hignett@virgin.net

Queen’s Hall Youth Theatre 
At Queen’s Hall Arts Centre

Our ever popular Youth Theatre is expanding 
and offering more opportunities for young 
people. Develop your creativity through this 
popular skills based theatre programme. 
Your ideas, your words, your actions, create 
your own drama! 

Down Stage:  
Skills-based group for ages 8 to 11yrs
Mondays 4.00pm – 5.30pm

Stage Note:  
Performance group for ages 12 to 14yrs
Tuesdays 4.00pm – 5.30pm

Creatives:  
Devising / writing performance  
group for ages 15 to 19yrs
Tuesdays 6.00pm – 8.00pm

All groups £60 per 10 week term  
(early bird price: £45 if paid before 25 Jan)

Book through Box Office 01434 652477

Mix and Match Youth Folk Band  
Mondays from 4.30pm - 6.00pm 
At Queen’s Hall Arts Centre

QHA’s youth folk group for young people 
aged 11 years and above. 

£45 | £35 (conc) for the term

Book through Box Office 01434 652477

Projectors Youth Theatre  
Mondays 6.00pm – 8.00pm 
At Queen’s Hall Arts Centre

Projectors Youth Theatre is a drama-based 
initiative for young people aged 15 to 21 
with Autistic Spectrum Disorder (ASD) and/
or communication difficulties who, due 
to their very specific needs, are unable to 
access our existing Youth Theatre sessions. 
Participants explore drama practice and 
personal creativity within small group work 
with specialist creative producers.

For further information please contact 
susan.priestley@queenshall.co.uk

Discover Arts Award for  
Groups and Schools

Queen’s Hall Arts is offering 
opportunities for children to gain a 
Discover Arts Award. When attending 
performances and workshops at 
Queen’s Hall children will be asked to 
review what they saw, and did, and 
be encouraged to try new art forms 
and learn new skills.

For more information please contact 
amanda.gould@queenshall.co.uk

Co
ur

se
s 

& 
W

or
ks

ho
ps

  

Felt Flower Making 
Saturday 23 February  
10.30am – 2.00pm

A workshop led by Caroline Mann using 
merino wool, silks and other decorative 
synthetic fibres to make and create 
wonderful felted flowers.

All fibres, tools and equipment are provided. 

[This workshop involves some vigorous hand, 
arm and shoulder movement.]

 Costs: £35.00 (Only 8 places available)

Mother’s  
Day Making  
Saturday 23 March  
10.30am - 1.00pm

Come and make the 
perfect Mother’s Day 
present with artist 
and printmaker Cath 

Hodson. Children with their dads (or other 
adults) will work to make a ‘Spring Flowers’ 
print to frame as a present for Mother’s Day. 
Suitable for children up to 12 years.  
All materials and frames will be provided.

Cost: £10.00 per child/adult combination

Willow Hare 
Workshop   
Saturday 30 March  
10.30am - 3.30pm

A one-day workshop 
led by Victoria 
Connor of The 
Willow Barn to learn 

the basic skills and techniques to enable you 
to make your very own willow hare. Learn 
how to take care of your willow sculpture 
and prolong the life of your hare.

All tools and materials provided.

Cost: £45.00  (Only 10 places available)

workshops  ALL WORKSHOPS ARE AT  

THE QUEEN’S HALL ARTS CENTRE

Please book all workshops at the 
Box Office 01434 652477  
or online at 

www.queenshall.co.uk 
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B 15 14 13 12 11 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 B

Seating Plan
Z 16 15 14 13 12 11 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 Z 

Y 17 16 15 14 13 12 11 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 Y

X 17 16 15 14 13 12 11 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 X

W 17 16 15 14 13 12 11 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 W

V 17 16 15 14 13 12 11 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 V

U 17 16 15 14 13 12 11 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 U

S 14 13 12 11 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 S

Balcony

Main

Auditorium

Front

Reserved 
Seating

Box Office  
01434 652477
Queen’s Hall Arts Centre
Beaumont Street  Hexham
Northumberland  NE46 3LS
Email: boxoffice@queenshall.co.uk

Mailing List 
You can now sign up for our FREE  
mailing list or our e-newsletter  
detailing news, events, special offers  
and discounts. Contact the Box Office  
on 01434 652477 or visit our website  
and join in...

www.queenshall.co.uk

R 15 14 13 12 11 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 R

Q 15 14 13 12 11 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 Q

P 15 14 13 12 11 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 P

N 15 14 13 12 11 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 N

M 15 14 13 12 11 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 M

L 15 14 13 12 11 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 L

K 15 14 13 12 11 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 K

J 15 14 13 12 11 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 J

H 15 14 13 12 11 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 H

G 15 14 13 12 11 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 G

F 15 14 13 12 11 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 F

E 15 14 13 12 11 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 E

D 15 14 13 12 11 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 D

C 14 13 12 11 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 C

A 14 13 12 11 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 A

Opening Hours 
Monday to Friday 10.00am - 5.00pm 
Saturday 10.00am - 4.00pm 
Plus one hour prior to a performance

By Telephone 
Telephone bookings can be made on 01434 
652477 using all major credit / debit cards. 
Tickets can be posted (a £1.50 handling 
charge applies). Reservations will be held for 
three days.

By Post  
Please send cheques payable to ‘Queen’s 
Hall Arts’ for the full amount to the above 
address. Tickets can be posted (please add 
£1.50 or send a sae).

Online 
Tickets can be booked online through our 
website www.queenshall.co.uk using credit 
/ debit cards. A handling charge of 50p per 
ticket applies.

Refunds 
We regret that tickets cannot be refunded 
or exchanged after purchase, except in the 
case of a cancelled show.

Student Standby 
The Student Standby Scheme allows any 
person aged over 13yrs and in full time 
education to buy a ticket in person to 
selected Queen’s Hall Arts-promoted shows 
in the 24 hours before curtain-up for the 
reduced price of £2.50. Ask at  
the Box Office or check the website.

Discounts 
We offer concessionary prices on selected 
shows for full-time students, registered 
unemployed, people with disabilities and 
people under 18. A group price based on 
4 or more people attending is available on 
selected performances.

Discounts are also available on selected 
shows to Queen’s Club Members.

Everyone Welcome 
We welcome visitors with disabilities and 
aim to ensure that your visit is safe and 
enjoyable. If you require help, please contact 
us in advance. Companions of wheelchair 
users may attend shows free of charge. 
Guide dogs are welcome in all areas of the 
building.

Hearing Loop 
Hearing loop facilities are available 
throughout the auditorium and balcony. 
Please contact the Box Office for more 
details, and to order your audio receiver  
in advance.

Thank you! 
A big thank you to our volunteer ushers 
who donate many hours of their time. If you 
would like to volunteer as an usher please 
contact the Box Office.

Queen’s Hall Arts is a registered independent charity 

(Registered Charity No. 1088975)
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7 January  Page

Thurs 10 Jan  QHA Season Preview Night 3

Fri 11 Jan  Hexham & District Music Society: Riyad Nicolas 3

Sat 19 Jan - Sat 9 Mar  Beneath this Mask: Claude Cahun 24

Fri 25 Jan  David Harper  3

Thurs 31 Jan  Abbott Dance Theatre: Deeds Not Words 4

 
February
Thurs 7 Feb Pete Firman: MARVELS 4

Thurs 7 Feb  Poetry Evening: Free Flowing Words 5

Fri 8 Feb  New Old Friends: Crimes on the Nile 5

Sat 9 Feb  People’s Theatre Company:  
 There Was An Old Lady Who Swallowed A Fly 6

Sun 10 Feb  Northumberland Young Farmers Entertainment Competition 6

Wed 13 Feb  Hexham & District Music Society: 
 Jess Gillam (saxophone) with Zeynep Özsuca (piano) 7

Thurs 14 Feb  Sonic Valentine 6

Fri 15 Feb  The Brit Rock Film Tour 7

Sat 16 Feb  Tannahill Weavers 8

Sun 17 Feb  Northumberland Pulse Dance Platform 8

Tues 19 Feb  Queen’s Hall Adult Drama Group 26

Wed 20 Feb  Astral Circus 9

Thurs 21 Feb  Matt Forde: Brexit Through the Gift Shop 9

Fri 22 Feb  Mary’s Hand 10

Sat 23 Feb Felt Flower Making Workshop 27

Sat 23 Feb  The Stones 10

Thurs 28 Feb  Where There’s Muck There’s Bras 11

March  
Fri 1 Mar  Glas(s) Performance: Old Boy 11

Sun 3 Mar  War on the Floor 11

Mon 4 & Tues 5 Mar  Salt 13

Wed 6 Mar  Jason Donovan 14

Fri 8 Mar  Hexham & District Music Society: Heath String Quartet 14

Se
as

on
’s

 D
ia

ryMarch  Page

Mon 11 Mar  Tensile Strength (or How to Survive at Your Wit’s End) 15

Wed 13 – Thurs 14 Mar  Miss Julie 15

Sat 16 Mar – Sat 6 Apr  Beautiful Ruins: Dave Barden 24

Sat 16 Mar – Sat 6 Apr  I made everything: Anna Macdonald 25

Sat 16 Mar Tom Stade: I Swear To... 16

Sun 17 Mar  Opera North: Mini Magic Flute  16

Mon 18 Mar  Mile Twelve 17

Fri 22 Mar  The Jimmy Shand Story 17

Sat 23 Mar Mother’s Day Making Workshop 27

Sat 23 Mar  The Jive Aces Big Beat Revue 18

Thurs 28 Mar  The Hut People 18

Thurs 28 Mar  Film Night: Edie (12A) 19

Sat 30 Mar Willow Hare Workshop 27

 
April
Wed 3 Apr  Feast of Fiddles 19

Sat 6 Apr  An Audience with Cannon & Ball 20

Mon 8 – Tues 9 Apr  Kitchen Zoo: The Tin Foil Astronaut 20

Wed 10 Apr  Hexham & District Music Society: Fujikawa, Markson & Friends 21

Sat 13 Apr  Vamos Theatre: A Brave Face 21

Sun 14 Apr  Get Lost and Found: Mischief and Mystery in Moomin Valley 22

Sat 20 Apr  Chicken Licken: a TaleJam 22

Box Office 
01434 652477

Queen’s Hall Arts is a registered charity. Our Mission is to 
be the cultural heart of our community, delivering great arts 
experiences and supporting professional and aspiring artists. 

If you would like to comment on our service, please contact 
the Artistic Director Katy Taylor or the Chair of the Trustees 
Andrew Harvey at the Queen’s Hall Arts Centre.  
Email katy.taylor@queenshall.co.uk

Front cover: Pete Firman: MARVELS  |  Designed by: r//evolution 0191 499 8415

Queen’s Hall Arts Centre   
Beaumont Street   
Hexham   
Northumberland   
NE46 3LS



Enjoy dinner before the show.. .
£10 main courses

 Monday to Friday
from 12 until 7

The Beaumont
Beaumont Street

Hexham
NE46 3LT

01434602331

www.thebeaumonthexham.co.uk


