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Festival 2018
26th April – 6th May



If you’re perplexed by Brexit, troubled by Trump and galled 
by gender inequality, the Hexham Book Festival can help you 
make sense of it all. There’ll be books unspooling our fast-paced 
global politics, a forensic examination of the part the US dollar 
plays in all our lives, a look at our bellicose bear of a neighbour, 
Russia, past and present, spy novels unearthing the secrets of 
the Intelligence Services, and a dizzying re-evaluation of the 
Reformation, our first real dust up with Europe.

If your head’s reeling, seek solace in the wit of the divine Muriel 
Spark, the gentle wisdom of Nan Shepherd, wise words from 
veteran politicians Harriet Harman and Chris Mullin, and the 
world explained through the lens of twenty one remarkable 
women. If fiction is your escape, we’ve got rural noir, urban chic 
and historic thrillers. Or you could just learn how to keep bees 
and retreat, like Voltaire, into your garden. But remember  
to take a book with you. 

This year you will be able to buy all your tickets online – 
including special offers; buy tickets to 4 events and receive  
a 15% discount – see P2 for details.

Hexham Book Festival is a Community Interest Company working in partnership with Queen’s Hall Arts.

Our media partner for 2018:

Box Office  T: 01434 652 477 www.queenshall.co.uk

Harriet Harman Evan Davis Tim Dowling
© Chris Floyd © Sam Riley

Judy Murray
© Marc Atkins
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THURSDAY 26TH APRIL
1pm-3pm Sarah Dunnakey
Writing Workshop – Developing Characters
One of New Writing North's Read Regional authors, Sarah’s writing is 
inspired by historical artefacts. In this practical workshop, an eclectic 
collection of historical gems will serve as prompts to help you create  
and develop characters and stories set in the past or the present day.

Hexham library will be hosting an author talk with Sarah at 6.30pm.  
Full details found at www.eventbrite.co.uk

White Room, Queen’s Hall | £16 – limited to 12 places.

Supported by Read Regional.

Our Work Across Northumberland, supported by Northumberland  
County Council, encourages the development and support of literature  
and writing activity providing opportunities of participation for people  
of all ages. We work with schools, libraries, communities and other 
organisations throughout the year bringing authors to the county  
offering a range of workshops and activities.

VENUES  
We are working in partnership with the following 
venues in 2018 and are extremely grateful for  
their support:

Queen’s Hall Arts 
Beaumont Street, Hexham, NE46 3LS 
Theatre, Library and White Room 
www.queenshall.co.uk

Beaumont Hotel 
Beaumont Street, Hexham, NE46 3LT 
www.thebeaumonthexham.co.uk

Linnels Farm 
Hexham, NE46 1TS 
www.linnelsfarm.com 

Robinson-Gay Gallery 
3A Market Street, Hexham, NE46 3NS   
www.robinsongay.co.uk

The Vault 
Haslam’s of Hallgate Gallery,  
22-24 Hallgate, Hexham, NE46 1XD 
www.tynedalefineartproducts.co.uk

TICKET INFORMATION  
Tickets for events can be booked directly  
through the Queen’s Hall Box Office on  
01434 652477, or book online at  
www.queenshall.co.uk

Buy more tickets and get a discount: When you 
buy tickets to 4 events you will receive 15% off – 
excluding workshops, demos and existing offers.

Queen’s Hall 
Beaumont Street 
Hexham  
NE46 3LS

Opening Hours:   
Monday – Friday    10.00am – 5.00pm 
Saturday              10.00am – 4.00pm

Concessions
Our concession tickets are available to Friends  
of the Festival, those on benefits and students.

EVERYONE WELCOME
Queen’s Hall welcomes visitors with disabilities 
and aims to ensure that your visit is safe and 
enjoyable, providing disabled access to all public 
areas of the building with ramps, automatic doors, 
disabled toilet facilities and lifts. Hearing loop 
facilities are available throughout the auditorium 
and balcony. Please ask at the Box Office for more 
details. If you require help, please contact Queen’s 
Hall in advance. Companions of wheelchair users 
may attend events free of charge. Guide dogs are 
welcome in all areas of the building.

Subscribe
To subscribe to our enewsletter for updates from the 
Hexham Book Festival and information about one- 
off events, visit www.hexhambookfestival.co.uk

Contact Us
If you have any questions or would like to make  
a suggestion about the festival, please send an 
email to info@hexhambookfestival.co.uk

Follow us   
 @hexhambookfest   

  facebook.com/hexhambookfestival

THANKS
BBC Newcastle
The Biscuit Factory
The Beaumont Hotel
Caroline Beck 
Chromazone Digital Imaging
Cogito Books
Fentimans
Gillian Dickinson Trust
Haslams of Hallgate
Ingram AV Ltd.
New Writing North
Nicholson Portnell Solicitors
Northumbria University
Parabola
Patricia J Arnold & Co Ltd.
Potts 
Queen's Hall Arts 
Red Hot Property
Robinson-Gay Gallery
The Roundhouse

Designed by



FRIDAY 27TH APRIL
10am-11am Trine Hahnemann
Open Sandwiches
Danish chef Trine Hahnemann used to eat open sandwiches or  
smørrebrød with her grandfather on the beach when she was a child,  
and the delight has never left her. The open sandwich can be adapted  
to all tastes, so join Trine as she talks about how to create simple meals 
which are always more than just bread and butter.

Chaired by Anna Hedworth, The Grazer (the-grazer.blogspot.com)  
and Cook House (cookhouse.org). Theatre, Queen’s Hall | £8/£6 
Special ticket offer: Enjoy both Trine and Mary's events followed by soup, 
sandwich and a glass of wine at Beaumont Hotel for £26/£22 

11.30am-12.30pm Mary Contini 
Dear Alfonso: An Italian Feast of Love and Laughter
The third part of Mary Contini’s acclaimed trilogy about her Scottish-Italian 
family, picking up the thread of her family’s roots in pre-war Naples,  
sharing stories of familial relationships and mouth-watering food. Mary  
is the director of the famous Edinburgh delicatessen, restaurant and  
cookery school, Valvona & Crolla.

Chaired by Anna Hedworth. Theatre, Queen’s Hall | £8/£6  
Special ticket offer: Enjoy both Trine and Mary's events followed by soup, 
sandwich and a glass of wine at Beaumont Hotel for £26/£22

1.30pm-3.00pm Trine Hahnemann
Cookery Demonstration at Linnels Farm
Discover the unwritten rules of smørrebrød and the history of many  
a delicious Danish meal as Trine shares her traditions and encourages  
more people to enjoy a piece of unique Danish gastronomy on super-
healthy, tasty rye bread. Learn about different smørrebrøds for every  
season and each mood, from savoury to sweet. 

Linnels Farm, Linnels Bank, Hexham, NE46 1TS | £25 – limited places. 
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FRIDAY 27TH APRIL (CONTINUED)

6.30pm-7.30pm A.C. Grayling
Democracy and its Crisis 
Is democracy threatened by authoritarian world leaders and the rise  
of populism? Following the Brexit vote and a tumultuous first year of the  
Trump presidency, philosopher, writer and broadcaster A.C. Grayling  
argues that democracy is caught between a commitment to vox populi,  
and a desire for humane government.

‘A compelling and deeply unsettling dissection of the way in which 
democratic principles have been subverted by vested interests in the  
UK and the USA. This book shows that democracy can only be defended  
if we first understand how it is being attacked.’ (Nick Clegg, former Deputy 
Prime Minister)

Theatre, Queen’s Hall | £9/£7

8pm-9pm
Jeremy Vine 
What I learnt, what my listeners say 
and why we should take notice
Jeremy Vine has been presenting his BBC Radio 2 show since 2003  
and calculates that he has taken more than 25,000 calls on topical subjects  
– on issues big and small: from life and love to lollipop ladies and poisonous 
plants. Where Jeremy's callers once expressed a kind of resignation now 
they tend to give him their views expecting to be heeded. In a memoir 
punctuated by vivid anecdotes, laugh-out-loud moments and tips learnt  
via Eggheads and Strictly Come Dancing, Jeremy Vine explains what it's  
like to hit a button and hear – totally unvarnished and unspun – the voices  
of so-called ordinary people. And why they are not so ordinary after all.

Theatre, Queen’s Hall | £10/£8

Sponsored by Patricia J Arnold & Co Ltd.

SATURDAY 28TH APRIL 
11am-12.30pm Mary Contini
Cookery Demonstration at Linnels Farm 
Best-selling author and director of the famous delicatessen and wine 
merchant, Valvona & Crolla, grew up in an Italian family on top of a fish  
& chip and ice cream shop.

Immersed in a vibrant family life she learned to prepare authentic Italian  
food using the best local and seasonal ingredients from an early age.  
Join her for a fun packed demonstration of her favourite dishes with tips  
on how to feed a family, eat well and make a perfect risotto!

A great entertainer you will not be disappointed.

Linnels Farm, Linnels Bank, Hexham, NE46 1TS | £30 – limited places.

12pm-1pm Marie-Elsa Bragg
Towards Mellbreak
Set in a Cumbrian farming landscape under threat from outside forces,  
this poetic novel traces the lives of one family as they struggle to keep 
themselves afloat. Marie-Elsa Bragg is the Duty Chaplain of Westminster 
Abbey and daughter of Melvyn Bragg. This debut novel is both a hymn  
to the Northern landscape, and a reflection on the values of a disappearing 
way of life.

Chaired by Jacqui Hodgson. Theatre, Queen’s Hall | £8/£6

1.30pm-2.30pm Tim Dowling
Dad you suck and other things my children tell me
Modern fatherhood is a minefield. For Guardian columnist Tim Dowling, the 
hardest part of being a Dad is the oppressive obligation to lead by example, 
followed by his sons witnessing him lose it spectacularly. Funny, wise and 
thoughtful, this is less of a self-help, more of a self-sabotage manual.

Chaired by Gerry Foley. Theatre, Queen’s Hall | £9/£7 
 

1.45pm-2.45pm Timothy Phillips
The Secret Twenties: British Intelligence,  
the Russians and the Jazz Age
With the Jazz Age in full swing, the British government became convinced 
that society was under threat from Reds. Paranoia about a wave of Russian 
immigration into the UK triggered the intelligence services to hunt out signs 
of espionage. A welcome and fascinating study of an under explored  
aspect of history-all set against the glamour of 1920's London.

Chaired by Harry Pearson. Library, Queen’s Hall | £6© Sam James 2016

Ingram AV Ltd support all the events in the 
library over both weekends of the festival.
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SATURDAY 28TH APRIL (CONTINUED)

3pm-4pm Sarah Winman
Tin Man
Sarah Winman is a British actress and author. In 2011 her debut novel,  
When God Was a Rabbit, became an international bestseller and won 
several awards. This, her third novel, is a beautiful story about the power  
of art to redeem lives, and the potential of love, friendship and creativity  
to unlock our deepest feelings. When a woman chooses a copy of Van  
Gogh’s Sunflowers over cheap whisky in a raffle, it sets off a chain of  
events lasting over forty years.

Chaired by Caroline Beck. Theatre, Queen’s Hall | £8/£6

3.15pm-4.15pm Mick Herron
London Rules
A PM on the rocks, a backstabbing senior MP and his tabloid hack wife? 
Not the 2017 headlines, but the febrile atmosphere engulfing Mick Herron’s 
latest spy novel. In the latest of the ‘Jackson Lamb’ series, watch the 
Intelligence Service misfits battle their way through a Britain about to unravel.

Mick Herron is the John le Carré of our generation (Val McDermid).

Chaired by Gerry Foley. Library, Queen’s Hall | £8/£6 

4.30pm-5.30pm Richard Holloway
Waiting for the last bus
As a man who’s often sat with the dying, the former Bishop of Edinburgh 
Richard Holloway is well-placed to meditate on death. He argues that  
a positive exploration of life’s final journey can help us all to face the  
unthinkable, allowing us to finally forgive ourselves, as well as others.

Chaired by Gerry Foley. Theatre, Queen’s Hall | £9/£7 
 

5.45pm-6.45pm Neil Ansell
The Last Wilderness: A journey into silence
Walking in the remote Highlands of Scotland became, for Neil Ansell,  
more than just a retreat, it was also a self-examination of his reaction to  
his rapidly deteriorating hearing loss. As the natural world falls silent to him,  
it challenges and changes his relationship with the very thing he loves.

Chaired by John Halliday. Library, Queen’s Hall | £6

© Lee Gillies

© David Eustace

SATURDAY 28TH APRIL (CONTINUED)

6.30pm-7.30pm 
Judy Murray
Knowing the Score: My family  
and our tennis story
Being mother to two extraordinary tennis stars, Andy and Jamie Murray, 
would be a book in itself, but Judy Murray is also a champion player,  
coach and global advocate for the sport. Here, she charts the journey  
from the dispiriting community courts of Dunblane to the glare of 
Wimbledon’s Centre Court. Judy Murray is the ultimate role model  
for believing in yourself and reaching out to ambition.

Chaired by Stephanie Finnan, BBC Newcastle.  
Theatre, Queen’s Hall | £10/£8

Sponsored by Fentimans.

8pm-9pm  
Alastair Campbell and Paul Fletcher
Saturday Bloody Saturday
In a departure from his Political Diaries, Tony Blair’s ex right hand man  
and former journalist, Alastair Campbell, returns to Hexham with co-author 
and ex-professional footballer Paul Fletcher, bringing the worlds of football 
and terrorism together in this tense thriller. As a struggling club aims to  
save its sporting reputation with a Chelsea away-match, an IRA terrorist  
cell targets the capital in a deadly attack.

Chaired by Chris Mullin. Theatre, Queen’s Hall | £10/£8

Ingram AV, audio visual equipment hire,  
sponsors Hexham Book Festival.
We offer:

 an ever-expanding catalogue of professional audio-visual equipment for hire
 full technical event production service – including planning, support and operation.
 bespoke lighting solutions for weddings and events

T: 0191 265 5111  E: hello@ingramav.com  www.ingramav.com
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SUNDAY 29TH APRIL
10.30am-12.30pm Bea Davenport
Writing children’s fiction workshop
Join best-selling children and young people’s author Bea Davenport as  
she explains the skills needed for this tough but exciting market. Includes 
exercises in setting, character and voice all aimed at a younger readership. 
You’ll gain improvements to your work-in-progress or ideas for your first 
novel!

White Room, Queen’s Hall | £20 – limited to 15 places. 

11am-12pm Darren Harper
Does philosophy matter?
In the past, philosophy was the preserve of PhDs and the intellectually 
precocious. Using inspiration from Bertrand Russell, one of Western 
Philosophy’s greatest thinkers, teacher Darren Harper will help unravel  
its relevance and address the question: What is the value of Philosophy?

Library, Queen’s Hall | £6 
 

12.30pm-1.30pm Mick Kitson
Sal
Tipped as one of the seven ‘new faces of fiction’ for 2018 Mick Kitson says  
‘I wanted my characters to be as unlike me as possible’. In this refreshing 
debut novel we meet 13 year old Sal who nicks a map, a knife and a first aid 
kit and takes her ten year old sister Peppa off into the Scottish wilderness. 
It’s not a jolly Girls’ Own Adventure, but a touching and harrowing portrait  
of two young sisters attempting to deal with a family trauma.

Chaired by Hazel Osmond. Library, Queen’s Hall | £6

1.30pm-2.30pm Chris Mullin
Great Political Disasters I have known  
(and some that I didn’t)
Author, journalist and veteran politician Chris Mullin has been centre stage 
for many a political calamity over the last thirty years. In this fascinating talk, 
he outlines what makes a political disaster, and what can follow in its wake. 
Followed by a signing of his most recent memoir ‘Hinterland’.

Theatre, Queen’s Hall | £9/£7

P H I L O S O P H Y
C O U R S E S

v i s i t :  d a r r e n h a r p e r . n e t
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

a s k  a  q u e s t i o n :  
d a r r e n h a r p e r . e s q @ g m a i l . c o m

The Beaumont Hotel
Beaumont Street

Hexham
NE46 3LT

Saturday Courses

An Introduct ion to Existent ia l ism
19 May 2018 |  10am unt i l  4 .30pm |  £4919 May 2018 |  10am unt i l  4 .30pm |  £49

An Introduct ion to Pol i t ica l  Phi losophy
23 Jun 2018 |  10am unt i l  4 .30pm |  £49

Dayt ime Courses

A Crash Course in Phi losophy
15 May 2018 unt i l  26 June  
Tuesdays,  1pm unt i l  2 .30pm
£63 / £50 over 60 / £32 students

An Introduct ion to Plato 
11 September unt i l  16 October 201811 September unt i l  16 October 2018
Tuesdays,  1pm unt i l  2 .30pm
£45 / £36 over 60 / £23 students

Evening Courses

Right and Wrong in the Modern Wor ld
1 May unt i l  26 June 2018
Tuesdays,  7pm unt i l  8 .30pm
£63 / £44 over 60 / £13 students£63 / £44 over 60 / £13 students

Phi losophy and Fi lm
11 Sep unt i l  23 October 2018
Tuesdays,  7pm unt i l  8 .30pm
£54 / £43 over 60 / £27 students

SUNDAY 29TH APRIL (CONTINUED)

2pm-3pm Andrew Michael Hurley  
& Fiona Mozley Devil’s Day and Elmet
Two applauded young novelists (Andrew – Costa First novel winner and 
Fiona – Man Booker shortlist) examine the darker side of rural life that’s 
about as far away from Country Living as possible. The bleak northern 
landscapes of Lancashire and Cumbria are the implacable backdrops  
to farming family stories of loss, destructive superstition and ultimately 
resilience and endurance.

Chaired by Bea Davenport. Library, Queen’s Hall | £8/£6

3pm-4.30pm David Starkey
Reformation
The Reformation is five hundred years old, but it shares some revealing  
and unsettling parallels with today’s society. Controversial historian  
David Starkey follows on from his BBC documentary to urge us to examine 
the events of the bloody and bitter Reformation in order to shine a light  
on our current troubled political relationship with Europe. 

Theatre, Queen’s Hall | £15/£13

© Alan McCredie

© Hal Shinnie



SUNDAY 29TH APRIL (CONTINUED)

3.30pm-4.30pm Joe Dunthorne
The Adulterants
Joe Dunthorne’s first novel Submarine was published to critical acclaim  
while he was still studying, and subsequently adapted for film. In his  
third novel we meet Ray – not a bad man, despite cheating on his heavily 
pregnant wife, despising all his friends and having a dead-end job as a 
freelance tech journalist. But things can get worse, and they do. An acerbic 
look at love, modernity and the necessity of learning to grow up.

Chaired by Claire Malcolm. Library, Queen’s Hall | £8/£6

5pm-6pm Helen Thomson
Unthinkable, An Extraordinary Journey Through 
the World's Strangest Brains
IMAGINE… getting lost in a one-room flat; seeing auras; never forgetting a 
moment; a permanent orchestra in your head; turning into a tiger; life as an 
out-of-body experience; feeling other people's pain; being convinced you 
are dead; becoming a different person overnight. Science writer Helen 
Thomson has spent years travelling the world tracking down incredibly rare 
brain disorders. Here she tells the stories of nine extraordinary people from 
the man who thinks he's a tiger to the doctor who feels the pain of others 
just by looking at them. Experiences showing how the brain can shape  
lives in unexpected, brilliant and alarming ways. 

Chaired by Sheilagh Matheson. Library, Queen’s Hall | £6

5pm-6pm 
Patrick Bade
Gustav Klimt at Home
Gustav Klimt was one of the most important artists of the 19th century  
Vienna Secession Movement, famous for his paintings, murals and sketches. 
This lavish book traces the influence of a city that was once the centre  
of European cultural life, other places that the artist travelled to and called  
home and how they underpinned his extraordinary body of work. In this 
illustrated talk Patrick Bade shares his considerable knowledge of this 
influential artist.

Theatre, Queen’s Hall | £8/£6

Sponsored by The Biscuit Factory.
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© Tom Medwell 2016

SUNDAY 29TH APRIL (CONTINUED)

6.30pm-7.30pm 
Evan Davis
Post-Truth: Why we have reached 
peak bullshit and what we can do 
about it
Low-level dishonesty is rife: Newsnight presenter Evan Davis guides us 
through the swamp of exaggeration, economy with the truth, political 
hucksters and companies that tell us 'your call is important to us'. How  
did we get to a place where lying is the new truth? Drawing on behavioural 
science, economics, psychology and of course his knowledge of the media, 
Evan provides readers with a tool-kit to handle the kinds of deceptions we 
encounter every day, and charts a route through the muddy waters of the 
post-truth age.

Chaired by Chris Mullin.  
Theatre, Queen’s Hall | £10/£8

Sponsored by Red Hot Property.

© Chris Floyd
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TUESDAY 1ST MAY
1pm-2pm Simon Grennan
Marie Duval 
Marie Duval was a celebrated Victorian cartoonist and actress, but little is 
remembered of her today. Graphic novelist Simon Grennan has spent years 
documenting the work of this talented woman, providing an enticing glimpse 
into the strange world of the London media in the late nineteenth century. 

Robinson-Gay Gallery | £3 
 

6.30pm-7.30pm Alan Taylor
Appointment in Arezzo: A Friendship  
with Muriel Spark
Muriel Spark was one of the twentieth century’s most acerbic, witty writers. 
This intimate memoir of time spent with Muriel is full of anecdotes and 
indiscretions, the book charts the course of Muriel Spark’s life revealing her 
as she really was – a funny, charming, intelligent and warm-hearted woman. 
A personal friend Alan Taylor, will discuss why her works still sparkles.

Chaired by Michael Chaplin. Theatre, Queen’s Hall | £8  
Special offer: Buy both talk and film for £12

TUESDAY 1ST MAY (CONTINUED)

8pm-10pm Film: Prime of Ms Jean Brodie
The Big Read: join us in our celebration of Muriel Spark’s centenary by 
reading The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie. To celebrate her centenary year, 
Polygon are publishing all 22 of her novels with introductions by novelists 
like Ali Smith & William Boyd. Here you can catch the timeless incarnation 
of Miss Brodie by Maggie Smith in our special showing of the eponymous 
film.

Introduced by Michael Chaplin. Theatre, Queen’s Hall | £5  
Special offer: Buy both talk and film for £12

WEDNESDAY 2ND MAY
1pm-2pm Polly Atkin
Basic Nest Architecture (Poetry reading)
Polly Atkin grew up in Nottingham and lived in London for several years 
before moving to Cumbria in 2006. Her debut poetry pamphlet, Bone 
Song, was shortlisted for the Michael Marks Award in 2009. An extract from 
her 2017 first collection, Basic Nest Architecture was awarded New Writing 
North’s Andrew Waterhouse Prize for ‘reflecting a strong sense of place  
or the natural environment’.

Robinson-Gay Gallery | £3

6.30pm-7.30pm Rachel Joyce
The Music Shop
From the author of the best-selling ‘The Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry’ 
comes this heart-warming, witty book about Frank, who can hear the  
music in every human heart, but is deaf to his own. It’s also a lament for a 
vanished high street world that valued people above profit. Rachel moved 
to writing after a long career as an actor, performing leading roles for the 
RSC, the National Theatre and Cheek by Jowl. 

Chaired by Caroline Beck. Theatre, Queen’s Hall | £8/£6

8pm-9pm Elizabeth Day
The Party – Book Group Event
Elizabeth Day brings to her fourth novel a dark and compelling look at 
lifelong obsessions, jealousies and neuroses. Martin Gilmour is an outsider. 
When he wins a scholarship to an exclusive school, he meets the dazzlingly 
wealthy Ben Fitzmaurice, and gains admission to an exclusive world. This 
gripping story of betrayal, privilege and hypocrisy, set in the unassailable 
heart of the British establishment is sure to be a book group favourite.

Chaired by Caroline Beck. Theatre, Queen’s Hall | £6

© Richard Kenworthy

© Justin Sutcliffe

Priestpopple House 
Hexham 

NE46 1PL

TEL: (01434) 603656 
FAX: (01434) 608513

www.nicholsonportnell.com 
reception@nicholsonportnell.com

in Hexham  
since 1775

We offer a friendly and  
professional service.
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THURSDAY 3RD MAY 
1pm-2pm Sarah Reay
The half-shilling curate
The real life story of a Wesleyan Army Chaplain, Herbert Cowl, meticulously 
researched and edited by his grand-daughter. Amidst the noise and  
horror of the battlefield, in the trenches of the First World War, Herbert’s  
compassion for his comrades and courage in the darkness shines through.

Robinson-Gay Gallery | £3 
 

6.30pm-7.30pm Charlie English
The Book Smugglers of Timbuktu
When al-Qaeda-linked jihadists swept across Mali in 2012, amongst their 
many terrifying acts of violence they threatened to destroy Timbuktu’s  
many thousands of ancient manuscripts of poetry, history and astronomy. 
This is how a group of librarians and archivists tried to smuggle them to 
safety against the odds.

Chaired by Adrian Pitches, BBC Newcastle.  
Theatre, Queen’s Hall | £8/£6 

8pm-9pm John Crace
I, Maybot: The rise and fall
During 2017, John Crace, the Guardian’s parliamentary sketch writer, 
witnessed the helter-skelter ride that was Theresa May’s first year as PM.  
He coined the term Maybot, for her seeming lack of emotion and awkward, 
sometimes disastrous public appearances. Essentially witty reading for 
humans and robots alike.

Chaired by Doug Morris, BBC Newcastle. Theatre, Queen’s Hall | £9/£7

© Nicola Hippisley

Audio Book Groups 
For those who have a visual impairment, meet in  
Hexham Library and Ponteland Library once a month. 

To join, email or call us  
E: info@hexhambookfestival.co.uk 
T: 01434 600601



FRIDAY 4TH MAY
10am-12pm Tony Williams
Workshop – Writing at Pace
Pace is a crucial feature of fiction. Knowing when to slow things down and 
when to move the action along quickly helps us to tell stories effectively.  
But what happens when we crank the pace up to 11? In this workshop  
we will look at examples of fast-paced writing, think about its advantages 
and disadvantages, and produce our own high-speed stories.

White Room, Queen’s Hall | £20 – limited to 15 places.

Sponsored by Northumbria University.

11am-12pm Rachel Roddy
Two Kitchens: Family recipes from Sicily and Rome
A tale of two cities. Writer and cook Rachel Roddy immersed herself in  
the flavours of Rome for ten years, but when the opportunity came up to 
decamp to Sicily and its seductive tastes of the south, she couldn’t resist.  
Mouth-watering recipes that you’ll want to cook again and again.

Chaired by Anna Hedworth. Theatre, Queen’s Hall | £8/£6  
 

1pm-3pm Fiona Shaw Workshop 
Getting Younger: writing fiction for a YA audience
After publishing four adult novels, Fiona Shaw’s fifth novel, Outwalkers,  
is written for kids (11+). Its subject is as serious, and its plot as complex as  
the others, so what’s made the difference? Come and find out how Fiona 
wrote this novel, what makes it different. Bring your own ideas, and try your 
hand at developing your own YA story. No previous experience of writing 
adult or children’s novels is needed.

White Room, Queen’s Hall | £20 – limited to 15 places.

2pm-3.30pm Rachel Roddy 
Cookery Demonstration at Linnels Farm
Join Rachel for a close up of how to bring some Italian warmth into our 
cooking. Making the best of fresh, seasonal ingredients she will share  
some simple, everyday recipes that emerge from two distant but  
connected kitchens in Sicily and Rome.

Linnels Farm, Linnels Bank, Hexham, NE46 1TS | £25 – limited places.
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FRIDAY 4TH MAY (CONTINUED)

6.30pm-7.30pm Steve Benbow
Letters to a Beekeeper
When gardener and writer Alys Fowler asked urban beekeeper Steve 
Benbow how to keep bees, it turned into a year-long round exchange of 
letters, emails, texts, recipes, notes and beautiful photographs. If you’re a 
bee devotee, or want to plant a bee-friendly garden, this shows you how.

Chaired by Sheilagh Matheson. Theatre, Queen’s Hall | £8/£6 
 

8pm-9pm Harriet Harman
A Woman’s Work
Coinciding with 100 years since women got the vote this is a call to arms 
from one of Britain’s most prominent campaigning politicians, Harriet 
Harman. As Britain’s longest serving female MP, she examines her own  
life and career arguing that just because women have come a long way, 
doesn’t mean they should accept the status quo. A Woman’s Work offers  
a crucial insider’s account of the last 30 years of British politics.

Chaired by Richard Moss, BBC Political Editor for North East & Cumbria. 
Theatre, Queen’s Hall | £10/£8

SATURDAY 5TH MAY
10.30am-11.30am Tim Marshall
Divided: Why we’re living in an age of walls.
Walls are going up across the world. A rise in nationalism and identity  
politics has resulted in barriers going up, redefining our political and 
humanitarian landscape. Tim Marshall has more than thirty years  
experience on reporting from divided societies and says these  
fault-lines, fuelled by fear, threaten us all.

Chaired by Richard Moss, BBC Political Editor for North East & Cumbria. 
Theatre, Queen’s Hall | £9/£7

12pm-1pm Sally Magnusson
The Sealwoman’s Gift
A debut novel from the journalist Sally Magnusson, who draws on her 
Icelandic ancestry to tell the story of the kidnap of a 17th century pastor’s 
wife from the tiny Westman islands. Miles from home and in an alien  
culture, the power of her native stories helps her to survive.

Chaired by Adrian Pitches, BBC Newcastle.  
Theatre, Queen’s Hall | £9/£7 

© Derek Prescott
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SATURDAY 5TH MAY (CONTINUED)

12.15pm-1.15pm Nick Hunt
Where the wild winds are
A walking adventure in wild weather and wilder landscapes tracing the 
strange phenomenon of European winds so ferocious they’ve been  
given their own name. From the Helm Wind in the Pennines, to the  
French Mistral, ‘the wind of madness’ that tormented Van Gogh,  
Nick Hunt gets his head down and soldiers on.

Chaired by Liv Chapman. White Room, Queen’s Hall | £6 

1.45pm-2.45pm Caitlin Davies  
and Dr. Helen Pankhurst
Bad Girls: A History of Rebels and Renegades  
and Deeds Not Words: The story of women’s right 
then and now
Two influential writers and campaigners discuss the turbulent history of 
women’s rights in society, prison and the courts. The great-granddaughter  
of suffrage leader Emmeline Pankhurst outlines a century fighting for  
equality whilst daughter of Hunter Davies and Margaret Forster exposes 
how the law views, and punishes, ‘bad women’.

Chaired by Caroline Beck. Library, Queen’s Hall | £8/£6

2pm-3pm Stephen McGann
Flesh and Blood: A history of my family  
in seven sicknesses
Best known as Dr. Turner from ‘Call the Midwife’, actor Stephen McGann  
who comes from a brood of acting brothers (Joe, Paul and Mark McGann) 
diagnoses his own identity from ailments that have afflicted his family  
going back to rural Ireland 150 years ago. He states that health, or the  
lack of it, defines who we are, and who we can be.

Chaired by Lisa Shaw, BBC Newcastle. Theatre, Queen’s Hall | £9/£7

3.15pm-4.15pm Joe Shute  
and Miriam Darlington
‘A Shadow Above’ and ‘Owl Sense’
Two chroniclers of the natural world document our uneasy and complicated 
relationship with two iconic birds – the raven and the owl. Both birds come 
freighted with symbolism, and both have been persecuted almost out  
of existence. The two authors will reflect on what these birds mean to  
them personally, and to all of us in a conversation that is about more  
than ornithology.

Chaired by Adrian Pitches, BBC Newcastle. Library, Queen’s Hall | £8/£6

© Richard Austin
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SATURDAY 5TH MAY (CONTINUED)

3.30pm-4.30pm 
Jenni Murray
A history of Britain in 21 women
Imagine walking into a room with Boadicea, Mary Quant and Mary 
Wollstencraft.  Writer and BBC Radio 4’s Woman’s Hour presenter Dame 
Jenni Murray lays out history, not as male, pale and stale, but as her-story. 
This fascinating new book tells the stories of 21 women whose lives 
embodied hope and change, whose compelling stories changed the way 
we live, work and think and that can inspire us again and lead the way for  
a new generation.

Chaired by Claire Malcolm. Theatre, Queen’s Hall | £10/£8

Sponsored by Patricia J Arnold & Co Ltd.

w w w . k a t i e k e r r . c o . u k
h i l l  s t r e e t  -  c o r b r i d g e

p r o u d  
s u p p o r t e r s

o f
t h e  h e x h a m  

b o o k  f e s t i v a l

Gardening, cookery  
and floristry courses in  

an idyllic country setting

Vegetable Growing  Cupcakes for Easter 
Growing Cut Flowers  The Virgin Gardener

Prices start from £40. 
For the full range of courses and  

details visit www.linnelsfarm.com  
or call Karen on: 07832 132483
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SATURDAY 5TH MAY (CONTINUED)

4.45pm-5.45pm Mimi Anderson
Beyond Impossible
When a 36-year-old unfit mother-of-three started jogging, she never 
imagined she would go on to become a World-Record breaker. Taking on 
ultra-runs in Death Valley, the Arctic and the 840 mile Lands End to John 
O’Groats challenge, Mimi shows that it’s never too late to pull on your 
trainers. 

This incredible story of how an ordinary mum ran her way into the record 
books will inspire beginner runners and die-hard marathon devotees alike. 

Chaired by Simon Pryce, BBC Newcastle. Library, Queen’s Hall | £6

5pm-6pm Kate Mosse
The Burning Chambers
Best-selling author, Kate Mosse is well known for her 2005 novel Labyrinth, 
which has been translated into more than 37 languages. Now Kate brings  
to Hexham the first part of a series of historical novels beginning in  
sixteenth century Europe. Follow the lives of ordinary people struggling  
to live, love and survive in a Europe riven by violent religious wars and  
the mass displacement of families across borders.

Chaired by Helen Richardson, BBC Newcastle.  
Theatre, Queen’s Hall | £9/£7

6.30pm-7.30pm Simon Mayo
Mad Blood Stirring
It’s 1815, the war is over, but for the inmates at Dartmoor prison, peace –  
like home – is far away. In his debut novel, broadcaster and presenter of 
Radio 2’s Book Club, Simon Mayo, tells of the American sailors held captive 
by the British, exhausted but burning with hope.

Chaired by Anna Foster, BBC Newcastle. Theatre, Queen’s Hall | £9/£7 
 

8pm-9pm Michael Pennington
King Lear in Brooklyn
Shakespearean actor, Michael Pennington appeared as King Lear in New 
York in 2014, in 2016, he reprised the role in a major UK-wide tour. King Lear  
In Brooklyn is Pennington’s meditations on grappling with Shakespeare’s 
greatest role, and gives a fascinating insight into the mental and physical 
impact the role can have on those who take on the challenge. Containing 
sharp reportage on the time he spent in Brooklyn, Pennington examines  
the relationships between the cast and the characters they play, and 
explores the director’s approach to Lear and that of the other actors. 

Theatre, Queen’s Hall | £9/£7

© Ruth Crafer

SUNDAY 6TH MAY
11am-12pm Angus Roxburgh
Moscow Calling: Memoirs  
of a Foreign Correspondent
An eye-witness account of the seismic upheavals in modern Russia from  
a man who was once courted by the KGB, and eventually thrown out the 
country because they thought he’d make a useless spy. An illuminating 
account of the soul of Mother Russia by an award-winning journalist.

Chaired by Harry Pearson. Library, Queen’s Hall | £8/£6 

12pm-1pm Charlotte Peacock
Into the Mountain: A Life of Nan Shepherd
Nan Shepherd was a visionary nature writer. She lived her whole life in  
the Cairngorms, walking whenever she could, and where she wrote her 
best-seller ‘The Living Mountain’. This biography tells of the life of a reserved  
but brilliant woman who is only now getting the recognition she deserves.

Chaired by Caroline Beck. Theatre, Queen’s Hall | £8/£6 
 

12.30pm-1.30pm June Sarpong
Diversify: Six degrees of Integration
What’s the social, political and emotional cost of a marginalised Britain? 
Broadcaster and social campaigner June Sarpong takes six groups  
including disenfranchised young men, those with disabilities, and the LGBT 
community and asks if it wouldn’t be better for everyone if we welcomed 
them into the mainstream. June Sarpong has interviewed everyone from 
Nelson Mandela to Tony Blair. In 2007 she was awarded an MBE for her 
services to broadcasting, philanthropy and charity, making her one of the 
youngest people to receive the honour.

Chaired by Claire Malcolm. Library, Queen’s Hall | £8/£6

1.30pm-2.30pm Dharshini David
The Almighty Dollar
The US dollar is the lifeblood of the global economy, and that’s why  
$1.2 trillion is floating around right now, half outside of America. Follow  
the progress of a single dollar to explain the dizzying complexities  
of the world’s economy in the capable hands of economist and  
Sky News presenter Dharshini David.

Chaired by Professor John Tomaney, University College London.  
Theatre, Queen’s Hall | £8/£6
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SUNDAY 6TH MAY (CONTINUED)

2pm-4pm  
Poetry and Spoken Word at The Vault
Hexham Book Festival presents Vane Women- join us for a sparkling  
spoken word cocktail – a good measure of poetry with a dash of prose. 
Vane Women and Guests will present a heady mix of work, including 
poems and images from the Vane Women Press anthology, NORTHbound. 
Their newly published poet, Judi Sutherland, will read from her hot-off-the-
press book “The Ship Owner’s House”. All this to be washed down with an 
Open Mic chaser – so bring a piece of your own to add a shot of 
excitement!         

The Vault, 22-24 Hallgate, Hexham, NE46 1XD – Entrance £3 on the door. 
 

2pm-3pm Philip Collins
When they go low, we go high
As a speech writer for politicians and business leaders worldwide,  
Philip Collins is well-placed to make a spirited defence of the power of 
words to save the world. Now as never before, we need strong public 
speaking to cut through the white noise of our sound-bite culture.

Chaired by Doug Morris, BBC Newcastle. Library, Queen’s Hall | £8/£6 
 

3pm-4pm Michael Pennington
Chekhov in Siberia
In 1890 Anton Chekhov did a most unChekhovian thing: he battled 4,000 
miles across Russia in order to conduct a survey of the penal colonies on 
Sakhalin Island. Michael Pennington brings that journey superbly – and 
shockingly – to life with a pungent one-man performance. Throughout 
Michael displays a deep affection for Chekhov: that intimate relationship 
that can miraculously bloom between reader and writer.

Theatre, Queen’s Hall | £9/£7

3.30pm-4.30pm Phyllis Richardson
House of Fiction
Who doesn’t want to live at Howard’s End? Or Pemberley? Writers have 
always drawn on bricks and mortar for inspiration, and this book opens  
up the front door to some of the most famous literary houses, real and 
imagined, to discover why the house is such an enduring metaphor.

Chaired by Sheilagh Matheson. Library, Queen’s Hall | £6 

SUNDAY 6TH MAY (CONTINUED)

4.30pm-5.30pm John Tusa
Making a noise: Getting it right, getting it wrong  
in life, the arts and broadcasting
A memoir covering over sixty years in public life, broadcasting and the arts. 
From Czech émigré to Managing Director of the BBC World Service John 
Tusa has taken on battles that most of us would have run a mile from –  
with politicians, BBC bosses and Cambridge academics. Frank, funny  
and engaging.

Chaired by Doug Morris, BBC Newcastle. Theatre, Queen’s Hall | £9/£7

5pm-6pm Robert Rowland Smith
Autobiophilosophy
Part biography, part philosophy, former Oxford don Robert Rowland  
Smith uses the chaotic events of his own life to explain what shapes  
us all. What are the recurring patterns and unconscious motives that  
govern our behaviour? And how can we learn to harness our experience 
and use it for good?

Chaired by Darren Harper. Library, Queen’s Hall | £8/£6

Become a Friend  
of  Hexham Book 
Festival
Membership runs until 31st January 
2019, benefits include £2 off most 
ticket prices (one discounted ticket 
per member per event) throughout 
the Festival and an invitation to an 
exclusive Friends event. 

Apply online at www.
hexhambookfestival.co.uk/friends 
and for only £20 single and £30 
double membership (two people  
at one address), you’ll be helping  
to support the Festival in the 
following year.

© Jack Hill
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SPRING EXHIBITION
2 MARCH - 20 MAY 2018

The Biscuit Factory is the UK’s largest independent art, craft and design gallery 

housed in a former Victorian warehouse, located in the cultural quarter of Newcastle. 

Open 7 days a week  |  Free parking  |  5 mins from Newcastle city centre  
The Factory Kitchen cafe  |  artisan à la carte restaurant

WWW.THEBISCUITFACTORY.COM
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PROGRAMME LISTING
Thursday 26th April
1pm-3pm 
Sarah Dunnakey 
White Room,  
Queen’s Hall

Fri 27th April
10am-11am  
Trine Hahnemann 
Theatre, Queen’s Hall
11.30am-12.30pm  
Mary Contini 
Theatre, Queen’s Hall
1.30pm-3pm  
Trine Hahnemann 
Food demo 
Linnels Farm
6.30pm-7.30pm  
AC Grayling 
Theatre, Queen’s Hall
8pm-9pm  
Jeremy Vine 
Theatre, Queen’s Hall

Sat 28th April 
11am-12.30pm  
Mary Contini 
Food demo 
Linnels Farm
12pm-1pm  
Marie-Elsa Bragg 
Theatre, Queen’s Hall
1.30pm-2.30pm  
Tim Dowling 
Theatre, Queen’s Hall
1.45pm-2.45pm  
Timothy Phillips 
Library, Queen’s Hall
3pm-4pm
Sarah Winman 
Theatre, Queen’s Hall
3.15pm-4.15pm 
Mick Herron 
Library, Queen’s Hall
4.30pm-5.30pm 
Richard Holloway 
Theatre, Queen’s Hall
5.45pm-6.45pm
Neil Ansell 
Library, Queen’s Hall
6.30pm-7.30pm  
Judy Murray 
Theatre, Queen’s Hall

8pm-9pm 
Alastair Campbell  
and Paul Fletcher 
Theatre, Queen’s Hall

Sunday 29th April
10.30am-12.30pm
Bea Davenport 
Workshop, White 
Room, Queen’s Hall
11am-12pm 
Darren Harper 
Library, Queen’s Hall
12.30pm-1.30pm 
Mick Kitson 
Library, Queen’s Hall
1.30pm-2.30pm 
Chris Mullin 
Theatre, Queen’s Hall
2pm-3pm 
Andrew Hurley  
and Fiona Mozley 
Library, Queen’s Hall
3pm-4.30pm
David Starkey 
Theatre, Queen’s Hall
3.30pm-4.30pm
Joe Dunthorne 
Library, Queen’s Hall
5pm-6pm 
Helen Thomson 
Library, Queen’s Hall
5pm-6pm 
Patrick Bade  
Theatre, Queen’s Hall
6.30pm-7.30pm 
Evan Davis  
Theatre, Queen’s Hall

Tuesday 1st May
1pm-2pm 
Simon Grennan 
Robinson-Gay Gallery 
6.30pm-7.30pm 
Alan Taylor  
Theatre, Queen’s Hall
8pm-10pm 
Film: Prime of  
Ms Jean Brodie 
Theatre, Queen’s Hall

Wednesday 2nd May 
1pm-2pm 
Polly Atkin 
Robinson-Gay Gallery

6.30pm-7.30pm 
Rachel Joyce  
Theatre, Queen’s Hall
8pm-9pm 
Elizabeth Day  
Book Group Event 
Theatre, Queen’s Hall

Thursday 3rd May  
1pm-2pm 
Sarah Reay  
Robinson-Gay Gallery
6.30pm-7.30pm
Charlie English  
Theatre, Queen’s Hall
8pm-9pm 
John Crace  
Theatre, Queen’s Hall

Friday 4th May
10am-12pm 
Tony Williams  
Workshop, White 
Room, Queen’s Hall
11am-12pm  
Rachel Roddy 
Theatre, Queen’s Hall
1pm-3pm 
Fiona Shaw  
Workshop, White 
Room, Queen’s Hall
2pm-3.30pm  
Rachel Roddy 
Cookery Demonstration 
Linnels Farm
6.30pm-7.30pm 
Steve Benbow  
Theatre, Queen’s Hall
8pm-9pm 
Harriet Harman 
Theatre, Queen’s Hall

Saturday 5th May
10.30am-11.30am
Tim Marshall  
Theatre, Queen’s Hall
12pm-1pm 
Sally Magnusson  
Theatre, Queen’s Hall
12.15pm-1.15pm 
Nick Hunt, White Room,  
Queen’s Hall
1.45pm-2.45pm 
Caitlin Davies  
& Helen Pankhurst  
Library, Queen’s Hall

2pm-3pm 
Stephen McGann  
Theatre, Queen’s Hall
3.15pm-4.15pm 
Miriam Darlington  
& Joe Shute  
Library, Queen’s Hall
3.30pm-4.30pm
Jenni Murray  
Theatre, Queen’s Hall 
4.45pm-5.45pm 
Mimi Anderson  
Library, Queen’s Hall
5pm-6pm 
Kate Mosse  
Theatre, Queen’s Hall
6.30pm-7.30pm 
Simon Mayo  
Theatre, Queen’s Hall
8pm-9pm 
Michael Pennington  
Theatre, Queen’s Hall

Sunday 6th May
11am-12pm 
Angus Roxburgh  
Library, Queen’s Hall
12pm-1pm 
Charlotte Peacock  
Theatre, Queen’s Hall
12.30pm-1.30pm
June Sarpong  
Library, Queen’s Hall
1.30pm-2.30pm 
Dharshini David  
Theatre, Queen’s Hall
2pm-4pm 
Vane Women – poetry  
The Vault
2pm-3pm 
Philip Collins  
Library, Queen’s Hall
3pm-4pm 
Michael Pennington  
Theatre, Queen’s Hall
3.30pm-4.30pm 
Phyllis Richardson  
Library, Queen’s Hall
4.30pm-5.30pm
John Tusa  
Theatre, Queen’s Hall
5pm-6pm 
Robert Rowland Smith  
Library, Queen’s Hall




