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Once again you are invited this September to a rich selection of 
inspiring and thought-provoking music and art.

The year 1918 is seared into the collective memory of people 
across Europe, and a century later the Festival marks the end of 
the First World War with eight contrasting events. 

We also remember that in the same year, women - though not 
all - gained the vote for the first time. This theme of suffrage will 
also feature in the Big Sing on Saturday.

We have a wonderful mix on offer from world leading performers 
and are proud to present a community singing project, poetry, 
jazz and of course concerts, including seven major works by 
Mozart, all in the Abbey’s unique spaces. We also have a classic 
film screening at the Forum Cinema. 

You are particularly welcome to join us in the three Festival 
services when you will experience the splendid Abbey 
choirs and organists. We are delighted that the Bishop of 
Loughborough, the Rt. Revd. Dr. Guli Francis-Deqhani, will be 
our guest preacher at Sunday Festival Eucharist.

Many thanks to all those who have contributed so much to 
make this year’s Festival possible. Without our dedicated 
volunteers it would be very difficult to host such an event, and 
special thanks go to our generous sponsors and supporters.

Canon Dagmar Winter
Rector of Hexham, President of Hexham Abbey Festival

Welcome to Hexham Abbey 
Festival 2018
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Poetry with Simon Armitage
Thursday 27th September, 3.00pm, Great Hall

We welcome Simon Armitage back to Hexham for this afternoon 
poetry event which opens the 2018 Festival.

He is an award-winning poet, who writes extensively for 
television, theatre and radio. His numerous accolades include 
an Ivor Novello Award for his lyrics in the BAFTA-winning film, 
Feltham Sings.

Using film clips, Simon Armitage will talk about the challenges 
of writing poetry for his First World War project Still, which 
features historic aerial photographs of the Somme, and his TV 
commissions, The Not Dead and The Great War: An Elegy. 

He has published a dozen collections of poetry and is the 
author of three best-selling memoirs, All Points North, Walking 
Home and Walking Away. Apart from his appointment as 
Professor of Poetry at the University of Leeds, Simon Armitage 
was elected Professor of Poetry at the University of Oxford in 
2015. He was awarded the CBE for services to poetry in 2010. 

There will be a book signing opportunity at the close of this 
event.

Supported by Cogito Books of Hexham

Tickets: £12     
£10 - Concessions

FACEBOOK-SQUARE TWITTER-SQUARE

Photo of Simon Armitage by Peter James Millson
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No ticket required    

Festival Choral Evensong
Girls’ Choir of Hexham Abbey
Thursday 27th September, 6.30pm 

Responses: Atkinson 
Canticles: Morris in F minor 
Anthem: O Lord God (1918) - Percy Buck 
Organ Voluntary:  Chorale Prelude:  Du, O schönes 
Weltgebäude! – Ethel Smyth

 
Director of Music: Michael Haynes 
Assistant Director of Music: Keith Dale

 
Hexham Abbey Girls’ Choir sings Festival Choral Evensong. The 
past year has seen a remarkable development of this group of 
talented young singers, and they have recently sung Evensong 
at Carlisle Cathedral with great distinction. The Girls’ Choir has 
appeared on BBC Television’s Songs of Praise and has toured 
abroad.

FACEBOOK-SQUARE TWITTER-SQUARE
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No ticket required    

Brass and Organ
The Wallace Collection and John Butt
director John Wallace 
Thursday 27th September, 7.30pm

John Wallace and John Butt present an intriguing musical 
tapestry of works for organ and brass which weaves into the 
Festival’s First World War thread. The four sections are entitled: 
Italian Front; Eastern Front; Western Front, and finally America 
enters singing our Song.

The concert first showcases early Venetian music by Monteverdi, 
Gabrieli and Viadana before moving on to the First World 
War period, and the over-ripe Romanticism which was swept 
away by the war.  Works by Richard Strauss, Dukas, Koechlin, 
Saint-Saëns, Widor and Marcel Dupré are all featured. With the 
American arrival in Europe we hear Ives’ Variations on America 
- originally for organ - with added brass, in an arrangement by 
Eric Crees. Popular songs from the Front end the concert.

Tonight’s performers have a huge international reputation and 
the Festival audience is in for a treat of stellar brass and organ 
playing.

Tickets: £15     
£12 - Concessions

FACEBOOK-SQUARE TWITTER-SQUARE
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Tickets: £12
£10 - Concessions

Lunchtime Organ Recital
John Butt
Friday 28th September, 1.00pm 

John Butt is Gardiner Professor of Music at the University of 
Glasgow, Musical Director of Edinburgh’s Dunedin Consort and 
a Principal Artist with the Orchestra of the Age of Enlightenment. 
His career as both performing musician and scholar centres 
on music of the 17th and 18th centuries and he has written 
extensively on Bach. His discography includes recordings for 
Harmonia Mundi and Linn, a number of which have garnered 
international prizes.

In today’s lunchtime recital on the Phelps organ, John Butt 
performs J.S. Bach’s great Passacaglia in C minor, BWV 582, 
Sonata in D minor, BWV 527, and three preludes on Nun komm, 
der Heiden Heiland, BWV 659-661. The first two of our featured 
Mozart compositions complete the recital, Andante in F K616 
and Fantasia in F minor K608.

FACEBOOK-SQUARE TWITTER-SQUARE
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Tickets: £12
£10 - Concessions

Candlelight Concert
I Fagiolini, director Robert Hollingworth 
Friday 28th September, 7.30pm

I Fagiolini’s name has become synonymous with wonderful 
performances of the musical glories of the Italian High 
Renaissance

The group has created musical waves wherever it has 
performed around the world and its recordings are renowned. 
Monteverdi - The Other Vespers disc for Decca in 2017 was 
highly acclaimed. They were winners of the Royal Philharmonic 
Society’s Ensemble Award in 2005.

I Fagiolini offer a programme of sublime vocal music to take 
your breath away. Exquisite miniatures by Monterverdi serve as 
preparation for a musical summary of varied English partsong 
by Tomkins, Ravenscroft, Purcell, Vaughan Williams and Adrian 
Williams. A racy French account of a stag hunt (with sound 
effects) by Janequin is followed by similar histrionics from Cathy 
Berberian’s strip cartoon monody four hundred years later. 
Britten’s set of modern madrigals mix humour into the medieval 
depiction, while the subtle wit of Flanders & Swann might 
perhaps educate a new generation in gentle British satire!

Tickets: £20     
£18 - Concessions

FACEBOOK-SQUARE TWITTER-SQUARE
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No ticket required

Abbey Festival Big Sing
Led by Sandra Kerr
Saturday 29th September, 10.00am - 12.00 noon, Abbey 

This event is open to all – children, parents and 
anyone who enjoys a good sing!
Sandra Kerr has long been a brilliant and influential singer, her 
songs ranging from the purely traditional to songs of social 
justice. Her song writing is highly regarded in the UK - by turns 
funny, acerbic and poignant  - and her musicianship has won 
many plaudits from national and international reviewers. 

The singing workshop is open to all ages and abilities and will 
be a great opportunity to work with Sandra using songs from, 
and inspired by the First World War, women’s suffrage and 
Northumbrian folk music.

Join us for a morning of great music making for all!

Timings for this event are as follows: 
10.00am  Arrive at Hexham Abbey 
10.15am  Workshop 
11.15am  Short break 
11.30am  Festival Big Sing 
12.00 noon  Event finishes

FACEBOOK-SQUARE TWITTER-SQUARE
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No ticket required No ticket required

Hexham Brass plays a wide range of music from traditional 
hymns and marches to show tunes and film music. The band is 
open to players of all abilities.

Hexham Brass was founded in 2010 by the late Sue Murrill who 
worked tirelessly to establish a band in the town. The reputation 
of the ensemble in the local area is testament to her dedication. 
She has been sorely missed by the band’s members but has 
left a legacy of confidence in the players, whether they were 
beginners or established musicians. 

The band is now conducted by Frank O’Connor and the music 
that will be heard today comes primarily but not exclusively 
from the period of the First World War.

Frank studied French horn at Trinity College of Music in London 
before teaching brass and then becoming Director of Music in 
secondary schools in London and Bristol.

He is an experienced choirmaster and orchestral conductor 
and has held appointments with leading regional amateur 
orchestras, guest conducting the Ealing Symphony and 
Bristol Sinfonia. In Ireland he became Musical Director of the 
Skibbereen Silver Band in 2012 and was responsible for major 
musical developments of this group. 

FACEBOOK-SQUARE TWITTER-SQUARE

Hexham Brass
Conducted by Frank O’Connor
12.00 noon - 1.00pm, Abbey Flags, Market Place
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Saturday 29th September

Hexham Abbey Festival Chorus

Rachel Nicholls

Martin Hughes Roger Chase

David Murray

Jerome Knox
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Tickets: £20 
£18 - Concessions

Hexham Abbey Festival Chorus and Orchestra 
Rachel Nicholls – Soprano       Jerome Knox - Bass 
Martin Hughes – Violin Roger Chase – Viola 
David Murray – Conductor

Haydn’s Te Deum of 1800 is a choral drama in three parts 
commissioned by Empress Marie Therese and first performed 
on the occasion of the visit of Admiral Lord Nelson to Eisenstadt. 
Tonight the Te Deum is performed in the edition by Artistic 
Director Denis McCaldin.

Mozart’s Sinfonia Concertante, K364 for violin and viola, 
from 1779, is considered to be one of the greatest compositions 
of his mature years. Artistic Director Martin Hughes is joined by 
internationally renowned Roger Chase who performs on the 
beautiful Montegnana viola of 1717, formerly played by the 
great Lionel Tertis.

Dona nobis pacem is Vaughan Williams’ anti-war composition 
which dates from 1936. The composer had served in the First 
World War and had experienced its horrors at close quarters. 
As war clouds gathered again in the late 1930s the composer 
intended this as a warning, setting the texts from Scripture, the 
Latin Mass and the poet Walt Whitman in a compelling choral 
work. We are joined by international soloists Rachel Nicholls 
and Jerome Knox.

We welcome Hugh Cobbe, Director of the Vaughan Williams 
Charitable Trust, who will give a thirty minute pre-concert talk on 
Dona nobis pacem and Vaughan Williams in the Etheldreda Room 
at 6.00pm. No ticket required to pre-concert talk.

This concert is generously sponsored by: 
Parmley Graham Limited  

and The Vaughan Williams Charitable Trust

Pre-concert talk in the Etheldreda Room, 6.00pm 

Hexham Abbey Festival Chorus & Orchestra, 7.30pm

FACEBOOK-SQUARE TWITTER-SQUARE
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Late Night Jazz
Harry Greene and Blue Note 
Saturday 29th September, 10.00pm, Great Hall (with bar)

These four talented young jazz musicians play a late-evening gig 
in the convivial surroundings of the Great Hall (Priory Buildings). 
After the enormous success of last year’s similar event and at 
the suggestion of Nikki Iles we are delighted to be promoting 
Harry Greene and his quartet Blue Note. 

Fresh on the scene and in their early twenties, the group has 
already achieved notable success. Individually they can account 
for appearing at the Albert Hall, Ronnie Scott’s, Latitude and 
Cheltenham Jazz Festivals and also in Europe, the Middle 
and Far East. Will Sach currently holds the world record for 
playing the highest altitude bass line at 40,000ft! The common 
denominator is that the four met in London on the Jazz Course 
at the Royal Academy of Music and have had the superb chance 
of working with Nikki Iles and Stan Sulzmann.

Licensed bar available throughout the gig. Last orders 11.20pm.

Technical assistance by Core Music of Hexham 

Tickets: £12     
£10 - Concessions

FACEBOOK-SQUARE TWITTER-SQUARE
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Tickets: £12     
£10 - Concessions

No ticket required

Festival Choral Eucharist
Combined Boys’ and Girls’ Choir of Hexham Abbey
Sunday 30th September, 10.00am

Setting: Missa brevis in C major, K220 (196b) – Mozart 
Motet: Ave Verum Corpus, K618 - Mozart 
Organ Voluntary:  Overture in C, K399 - Mozart

 
Officiant: The Revd. Canon Dagmar Winter, Rector of Hexham 
Preacher: The Rt. Revd. Dr. Guli Francis-Deqhani, Bishop of 
Loughborough

 
Director of Music: Michael Haynes 
Assistant Director of Music: Keith Dale

The combined Abbey Boys’, Girls’ and Men’s Choir sing the 
Spatzenmesse or Sparrow Mass at the Festival Eucharist as part 
of our Mozart thread. It was first performed at an Easter Mass in 
Salzburg Cathedral in April 1776, the nickname being derived 
from the figures in the Hosanna which resemble the chirping of 
birds.

We extend a very warm welcome to our Festival preacher, the Rt. 
Revd. Dr. Guli Francis-Deqhani who was consecrated first Bishop 
of Loughborough in November 2017 and is formerly chaplain to 
the Royal Academy of Music in London.

FACEBOOK-SQUARE TWITTER-SQUARE
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Coff ee Concert (Coff ee and Kugeln!)
Sunday 30th September, 11.45am

Serenade in C minor, K388 - Mozart
Petite Symphonie - Gounod
Hexham Abbey Festival Winds, Director - Denis McCaldin

Continuing our Festival exploration of Mozart’s work, his 
Serenade in C minor, K388, is a glorious mini masterpiece. Wind 
serenades were usually written in five or six movements, but this 
one has precisely the form of a symphony in four movements.

Charles Gounod’s charming Petite Symphonie calls for the 
standard Mozart serenade configuration, but also included a 
single flute part for the famous player of his day, Paul Taff anel. 
The resulting four-movement little symphony is an excellent 
partner to the Mozart and exhibits a Classical clarity of form 
and phrase structure with shades of Romantic harmony and 
expressivity.

Festival Winds has been formed from leading players from the 
region and is conducted by artistic Director - Denis McCaldin.

A mouthwatering Mozart Kugel will be served with coff ee

Reber Mozart Kugeln have been generously donated by
The Rotary Club of Tynedale

Tickets: £12     
£10 - Concessions

FACEBOOK-SQUARE               TWITTER-SQUARE             

Festival Brochure 2018.indd   14 16/07/2018   15:10



Tickets: £12     
£10 - Concessions

Tickets: £5.75 (no concessions)

Classic Fim Screening:
A Farewell to Arms (1932 dir. Frank Borzage)
Sunday 30th September, 3.30pm, Forum Cinema

A Farewell to Arms is a 1932 American romance drama 
film directed by Frank Borzage and starring Helen Hayes, Gary 
Cooper, and Adolphe Menjou. It is based on the 1929 semi-
autobiographical novel A Farewell to Arms by Ernest 
Hemingway, with a screenplay by Oliver H.P. Garrett 
and Benjamin Glazer. The film is about a romantic love affair 
between an American ambulance driver and an English nurse 
in Italy during the First World War. The film received Academy 
Awards for Best Cinematography and Best Sound, and was 
nominated for Best Picture and Best Art Direction. Don’t miss 
this digitally restored masterpiece!

Running time: 85 minutes

Tickets on sale at the Forum Cinema box office 
t:01434 601144, www.forumhexham.com

With thanks to the Forum Cinema for the screening of this 
classic masterpiece.

FACEBOOK-SQUARE TWITTER-SQUARE
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Hexham Abbey Bells 5.10pm

Festival Choral Evensong 6.30pm

Sunday 30th September

The Abbey’s bell ringers will be marking the imminent 
centenary of the end of the First World War and will ring a 
celebratory quarter peal, Grandsire Caters. This piece has 
been specially composed, comprising 1918 changes (i.e. 1918 
different permutations of 10 bells). It will start at 5.10pm and will 
take approximately an hour and fifteen minutes to ring.

 

 

 

 

 
Festival Choral Evensong
Responses: Smith  
Canticles: Stanford in C 
Anthem: Laudate Dominum, K339 - Mozart 
Organ Voluntary: Rhapsody No.3 in C# minor (1918) - Howells 
Officiant: The Reverend Canon Dagmar Winter 
Preacher: The Reverend Claire Robson 
Director of Music: Michael Haynes 
Assistant Director of Music: Keith Dale

No ticket required

FACEBOOK-SQUARE TWITTER-SQUARE
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No ticket required Tickets: £12
£10 - Concessions

‘From your ever loving son, Jack’
Joshua Ellicott - Tenor, Simon Lepper - Piano
Sunday 30th September, 8.00pm

This hour long piece consisting of music and dramatic readings 
takes us into the world of nineteen year old volunteer, Jack 
Ellicott. The year is 1915 and Jack has signed up with his pals 
in the South Lancs regiment to fight in the war. We follow him 
through the letters he sent home to his mother and father. 
At times funny, surprising or deeply moving, Jack is revealed 
as a young man in the first flush of adulthood with all of its 
attendant joys and sorrows. His eventual demise leaves a 
lasting impression of the terrible waste of life. Whilst the piece 
is specifically about ‘Our Jack’ it serves as a poignant memorial 
for the many thousand soldiers like him, the ‘Everyman’ of that 
Great War.

The carefully chosen interspersed songs performed by tenor 
Joshua Ellicott, Jack’s great-nephew, and pianist Simon Lepper 
reflect this connection and form a deeply moving and unique 
musical portrait.

As commemorations continue to mark 100 years since the end 
of the First World War, this programme is an ideal way to pay 
tribute to those who sacrificed everything, and brings the 2018 
Festival to a fitting conclusion.

FACEBOOK-SQUARE               TWITTER-SQUARE             
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Hexham’s award winning Bouchon 

Bistrot is offering a 10% discount on 

food from the early evening menu 

on Thursday 27th, Friday 28th, and 

Saturday 29th September. 

Please phone 01434 609943 or email  

direct to info@bouchonbistrot.co.uk at 

least 24 hours in advance. Bouchon 

Bistrot will open at 5.30pm on each 

evening to accommodate Festival 

concert-goers. 

Please present your concert tickets on 

arrival. 
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Hexham Abbey Festival 2018
Supporters

This year’s Festival has been kindly 
supported by:-

Patricia J Arnold & Co Ltd.

Margaret Huntington

Bouchon Bistrot 

Parmley Graham Limited

Core Music

Forum Cinema

James Robson Brown

Credere Media 

 Ian Lauriston

Fentimans

Darren Gallagher 

 Vaughan Williams Charitable Trust

Hexham Town Council

Violin Shop Hexham 

FACEBOOK-SQUARE TWITTER-SQUARE

Have your say! Email a concert review to us 
at: festival@hexhamabbey.org.uk

Artwork for Festival brochure by Darren Gallagher
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Tickets for all events apart from the film screening (see below 
for details) can be booked directly or online through the 
Queen’s Hall Box Office:

t: 01434 652477                                       
w: www.queenshall.co.uk 
Opening Hours: 
Mon-Fri 10am-5pm 
Sat 10am - 4pm 

Queen’s Hall Arts Centre
Beaumont Street
Hexham
NE46 3LS

Concessions are offered to all under 18s, those in full-time 
education, registered unemployed (JSA) and people with 
disabilities (carer/escort admitted free of charge).

Unsold tickets will be available on the door at the concert 
(cash only). Unless otherwise stated, doors open 45 
minutes before start of event.

Wheelchair access is available to all events. If you require 
assistance entering our venues, please contact the Festival 
by email: festival@hexhamabbey.org.uk

Venues
 

Hexham Abbey, Beaumont Street, Hexham, NE46 3NB 
 

The Forum Cinema, Market Place, Hexham, NE46 1XF
t: 01434 601144  w: www.forumhexham.com

For details of the special Bouchon Bistrot food offer, please 
turn back to page 18.

Please note that random bag searches may be in operation 
during the Festival.

Hexham Abbey Festival 2018
Artistic Directors

Martin Hughes   Denis McCaldin

Hexham Abbey Festival reserves the right to make alterations to the programme if necessary.

Hexham Abbey Festival of the Arts is a registered charity (245282).

Email: festival@hexhamabbey.org.uk

Website: hexhamabbeyfestival.org.uk

FACEBOOK-SQUARE TWITTER-SQUARE

INFORMATION
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