Coming this autumn to Northumberland
Hexham High Street Heritage Action Zone
led by Queen’s Hall Arts present

ILLUMINATED

ILLUMINATED
ADOPT A SHEEP

ABOUt
A brand new visual arts trail will light up
Northumberland to celebrate the arrival of The
Lindisfarne Gospels in the North East. Inspired
by The Gospels’ themes of light and pilgrimage,
Illuminated Sheep will encourage locals and
visitors to find their inner shepherd, exploring
the region’s rich landscape, heritage and culture
to #FindTheFlock.
From Berwick to Hexham and Haltwhistle
to Blyth, a flock of 40 life-sized illuminated
sheep, created by multi-disciplinary artist Deepa
Mann-Kler, will appear creating a number of
trails that can be completed on foot, bike or
public transport.

ILLUMINATED

Online mapping, films and toolkits will support
audiences to discover, and explore.

Internationally renowned Deepa Mann-Kler, who
works primarily with Neon, will put her unique
stamp on the herd of model sheep. Deepa
explores concepts of belonging and identity by
creating artwork that is deeply rooted in the
communities surrounding her. She has exhibited
internationally in solo and group exhibitions in
China, America, Germany and Ireland, and has
featured prominently in Lumiere Festivals.

Interested in your community
adopting an Illuminated Sheep?
Read on for more information on how to apply...

Illuminated Sheep is being developed and managed by Hexham Culture Network on behalf of
Hexham High Street Heritage Action Zone (HSHAZ) and led by Queen’s Hall Arts.
HSHAZ is an ambitious scheme seeking to deliver major improvements to boost the town
centre and enhance the Conservation Area. It is a partnership between Historic England,
Northumberland County Council, Hexham Town Council and the Hexham Community
Partnership, working with the local community.

Animating Hexham - Erin McGrath’s
animations is projected in the town centre

Rozi Fuller - right - one of the artists’
whose work is part of Animating Hexham

Hexham Lantern Parade 2021
Photo: Sound Ideas Media

MEET THE ARTIST...
Internationally renowned artist Deepa Mann-Kler, who is known
primarily for her work with Neon, will put her unique stamp on this
herd of sheep. Deepa uses light, colour and humour to connect with
audiences. Inclusion and accessibility underpin her work and she
has exhibited extensively in public light festivals including Lumiere
Durham, London and Derry/Londonderry and in cities across
the UK. She has also exhibited internationally in America, China,
Germany and Ireland.
Deepa Mann-Kler is a multi-disciplinary artist who over the last
fifteen years has developed work in oils, photography, neon, 3D
printing, virtual and augmented reality. Deepa’s work explores
concepts of belonging and identity by creating artwork that
illuminates and shifts our understanding of objects and imagery
that are deeply rooted in the communities in which she works.
Deepa lives in County Down, Northern Ireland and is working with
the creative team in Northumberland to develop this exciting and
unique experience.
For more information visit her websites at
www.deepamannkler.com and www.discoverneon.com
Above: Deepa Mann-Kler by Mal McCann
Right: Bunny by Deepa Mann-Kler
Far right: Neon Dogs for Lumiere
Durham 2019. Photo by Matthew Andrews
Below: Shoefiti photo by Matthew
Andrews Lumiere Durham 2019. Produced
by Artichoke. Photo by Matthew Andrews

Interested in adopting
an Illuminated Sheep?
We’re looking for homes for 30 of our Illuminated Sheep
across Northumberland between October - November 2022
(exact dates TBC).
The spaces the sheep will ‘live’ should be secure, have access
to power and need to be accessible on foot and visible to the
public to form part of the Illuminated Sheep art trail.
We’re looking for community champions, shop owners, local
businesses and organisations based across the region to get
in touch…
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Once the sheep is in place we want
you to make it feel welcome
This might include:

CInEMA

Decorating the sheep’s temporary home
Creating a bespoke PEN
Making accessories for the sheep to wear during it’s stay...

Fun for your local community...
Throw your sheep a welcome street party
Host a Knit-athon
Sheep quizes

Sheep Storytime

School

Hide and Sheep!

Sheep selfie competition

We want to hear your ideas!
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How to apply for your
community to adopt a sheep…
to fill in an Illuminated Sheep Expression of Interest Form

Click here by 5pm, Wednesday 27 July.

We’ll be letting people know if they’ve been selected to adopt a sheep by Thursday 11 August.

IMPACT
Illuminated Sheep
will reach in excess of

50,000
visitors…

KEY DATES

The tour encourages
family participation in
culture by taking the
work to a number of
hard to reach locations
and making activity
packs and providing
engagement activity.

Pop-up activity

Summer 2022

Flock tour

September

Opportunities
to adopt a sheep

October
onwards

Final gathering
of the Flock at
The Festival of
Flame

December

EDUCATION
RESOURCES
Artist Bridget Hamilton will create a
bespoke activity pack based around

The Lindisfarne Gospels
exhibition in Durham
generated

Illuminated Sheep available to download
free of charge to every young person
engaging with the project.

£8.3m

for the local economy

Illuminated Sheep will
have an impact and
lasting legacy in the
North East.

The sense of
ownership that comes
with a visiting flock
and sheep adoption
will be something that
unites and contributes
to a cohesive
community identity
and sense of place,
North of the Tyne.

It will encourage exploration of recognised and
lesser known parts of Northumberland which
we hope will also lead to repeated visits and
income generation.

The 10 activities included can be enjoyed
with found or reused materials or
simply imagination; at home, at school
or in conjunction with Northumberland
Libraries through their young people’s
programme.

SUSTAINABLE
TRANSPORT LINKS
We are committed to making it possible
to follow our Illuminated Sheep via
sustainable transport links such as bus,
train and where possible encourage
further exploration of the surrounding
area and landmarks by foot and
accessible trails

Illuminated Sheep is part of The Lindisfarne
Gospels 2022 - a programme of events inspired
by the display of The Lindisfarne Gospels in the
North East in autumn 2022. On loan from the
British Library, the spectacular manuscript will
take centre stage in an exhibition at the Laing
Art Gallery, Newcastle upon Tyne from
17 September – 3 December 2022.

The Lindisfarne Gospels will feature in an
exhibition about its meaning in the world today
and exploring its relationship with themes of
personal, regional, and national identity.

This will be the first time the ancient book, the
most spectacular manuscript to survive from
Anglo-Saxon England, has been displayed in the
city since 2000 and its first showing in the region
since an exhibition in Durham in 2013.

Find out more at:

Illuminated Sheep is one of a number of
events and attractions taking place across the
North East to celebrate the exhibition of The
Lindisfarne Gospels.

www.lindisfarnegospels2022.com

