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9. Westgarth, St Hilda’s Road
Hidden at the end of St Hilda’s Road, backing onto Halgut dene, the 
garden wraps around three sides of the house. Sunny courtyard 
area, shady woodland mixed borders, and a small vegetable area, 
the planting is informal with (hopefully) plenty of flowers. A large 
conservatory houses a mature vine. After three years’ effort the 
garden is still very much a work in progress! Access via steps.

10. High Trees, South Park
High Trees is a sheltered half-acre garden behind the beech hedge 
on the corner of South Park, just below Gallowsbank. It is a 
plantsman’s garden with a very wide variety of plants in informal 
settings with lots of small trees, shrubs and alpines, many of which 
were grown from seed, and some are unusual in cultivation. The 
site is cool, north-facing, is best in the spring, and suits primulas, 
meconopsis, gentians etc. There are two alpine houses and a 
conservatory.

11. Maiden Cross, Allendale Road
A large mature garden designed by Thomas Mawson the leading 
Edwardian garden designer. His only garden in Northumberland 
includes a conservatory with formal and natural terraced 
woodland garden stretching down to canalised Cockshaw Burn 
with waterfalls and a small hydro- electric turbine. Refreshments 
served. Wheelchair accessible. Small exhibition on history of house 
and garden. Second hand and antiquarian bookstall. The GAJA 
quartet will play jazz throughout the afternoon.

12. The Limes, Hextol Terrace
A small garden at the front of the house which, over the last three 
years, has developed into a wildlife and environmentally friendly 
area with raised beds for allotment produce. The emphasis is 
on growing organically without the use of pesticides. We’re 
fortunate enough to have resident/visiting hedgehogs, birds and 
invertebrates, so access is restricted to the drive, from where you 
can view the garden. There will be an information point and a sale 
of organically grown plants, including difficult-to-obtain outdoor 
tomato plants suitable for northern regions.

13. West Close House, Hextol Terrace
A charming, mature cottage garden, lovingly tended, with areas of 
mixed planting including acid, shrub and perennial borders.  There 
is an original revolving summerhouse of Victorian design and many 
more treasures! A tranquil retreat and a haven for birds, bees and 
butterflies.

situation on the opposite side of the burn from the bowling green, 
makes it a favoured spot, sheltered by the old brick wall and the very 
mature trees, some planted two hundred years ago. A lovely place 
to work. We have been learning about conditions along the border 
which vary from dry and sunny, to dry woodland, and moving and 
planting to achieve ‘right plant right place.’ It’s early days but the 
soil has been improved greatly with organic mulch and manure, and 
we have new compost heaps and leaf mould collections. Our plants 
have mostly been scrounged and donated, and we are currently 
busy sowing seeds and rooting cuttings. Come and see the garden 
in progress and make it part of your route through the Sele to 
watch it grow and buzz through the year. More volunteers always 
welcome… Contact us through HS4N link on Transition Tynedale 
website or sign up on the day.

6. Woodland Walk, The Sele
At the top of the Sele, along the boundary wall where there used 
to be herbicide-sprayed bare earth and the occasional defiant 
nettle, Hexham Space for Nature volunteers have been working 
hard to provide habitat for wildlife which is also attractive to 
people. For the last three years we have been planting mostly native 
species like ramsons, wood anemone, hedge garlic, sweet woodruff, 
foxgloves and ferns. These are a mixture of donations from gardens 
and bought in plugs and bulbs/corms. In the short term we are 
removing the bullies like green alkanet, dandelion and nettle until 
the other plants become established, and then the border will 
largely be left to its own devices as a ‘naturalised’ woodland border 
with a neat mown grass edge.  Our first step was to persuade 
the County Council to stop spraying the border with glyphosate 
and to stop seeing the wall border as a problem, and more of 
an opportunity to save time, money and carbon. Our ‘woodland 
border’ now complements the longer grass which we have asked 
the County Council to manage as meadow on the opposite side of 
the path and elsewhere in the Sele.

7. Number 28 Derwent Road
Our community garden is a peaceful learning space where 
community members can do a spot of gardening or simply take 
the time to relax. We have fruit and vegetable plots and host 
workshops in the space. We also have a Men’s Shed which hosts 
woodworking sessions. In the front garden we are developing 
an accessible medicinal herb garden to promote wellbeing and 
connection to nature.

8. The Community Garden
Old  Hexham Middle School site (next to Di & Jim’s)
The Community Garden is certainly hidden~ even some of the 
school staff didn’t know it was there! More than ten years ago 
Transition Tynedale adopted the site which had been the school 
garden, so it is a long-established carbon sink. Most of the planting 
is vegetables and soft fruit with features for pollinators and other 
wildlife. It is cultivated by volunteers and the aim is for local people 
to experiment in the garden and use the skills and experience in 
their own gardens or window boxes. We garden without chemicals 
and create our own compost and leaf mould. 

1. Bridge House, Shaftoe Leazes
Bridge House has a large, steeply sloping garden down to the 
Cockshaw Burn, from where you can see the impressive Victorian 
Cockshaw Bridge. Over the years we have tried to “tame” the 
garden, making it more accessible with stone steps and brick 
paths, and dealing with Japanese Knotweed and Ground Elder. In 
more recent years, with knowledge of the biodiversity crisis, we 
are aiming to let the garden be more wild, finding space for log 
piles and decaying wood - space for hedgehogs to hibernate, and 
invertebrates to have a winter home. We have expanded our areas 
of native ferns and twisted willow, have allowed wildflowers to 
bed in with our perennial borders, and we avoid using peat and 
pesticides. If you are mobility-impaired - don’t worry - we have a 
back gate with a gently sloping path that takes you to a grassy area 
from where you can view the glories of the garden with a cup of 
tea and slice of cake!

2. Allotments, Quatre Bras
Members of the Quatre Bras Allotment Association will be on hand 
to welcome you and to show you their allotments and answer any 
questions. There is a community plot with a shop at the top of the 
allotments.

3. Rowan Bank, Eilansgate
A sloping plot which over the years has been levelled, terraced, laid 
to patio and walled. Planted predominantly with spring flowering 
trees and shrubs, herbaceous borders and difficult precipitous 
grass banks and lawns, much of the planting was chosen with a 
view to my requirements as a flower arranger. Also includes a veg 
plot and a greenhouse. In recent years, particularly throughout 
two lockdowns, we have consciously tried to become more 
sustainable – planting for pollinators, leaving the difficult grass 
banks and wooded area a little more to their own devices, hoping 
to encourage wild flowers. Strimming the banks once or twice a 
year has definite benefits also due to advancing years! Although we 
still have quite a large number of plants in pots and containers, we 
have installed a couple of water butts, and are exploring ways of 
using waste water to this end. We’ll have a plant stall on the day. 
Access to some areas of the garden may not be possible for those 
with mobility difficulties, and particular care should be taken by all 
on steps, paths and by the edge of some terraces. Unfortunately 
not suitable for wheelchair users.

4. The Rectory, Eilansgate
We are looking after a garden which was dark and overgrown 
two years ago. We have tried to bring it back to life with chickens, 
vegetables, herbs, fruit and flowers! Come and encourage our 
‘Rambling Rector’ and ‘Country Parson’ to grow! We have space to 
play and will be offering entertainment and refreshments.
  
5. Glade Border, The Sele
Hexham Space for Nature volunteers took over gardening this long 
walled border just over a year ago, with the aim of bringing it back 
to life, while remaining a relatively formal garden. Our aim is to 
increase support to pollinators and promote diversity while being 
mindful of all the sustainability issues gardening raises. The Border’s 
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